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For our Con‘ber/amnu in Heaven. L

CHAP I

0 Exam lu of Godlymm andbow far the ould’ ot
f prwa};mtbm Openec’imS‘m‘Pammla{J{b ‘

6 a& me read ehiis Particle [‘For] [‘Bm] ‘B«t
A 4 our Converfation is in Heaven.  Our’
. '“ Converfation isnotas theirs: Cétrainly .
S - @ the Apoftle ‘doth intend this, romakea -
\ diftinGtion from, or a differencebetween
' m‘ s44% @ the Saines waies, and the waies of thofe -
’,@ Qﬂ@ that were Enemies to the Crofs of Chrift : -
: .- They mind Bartbly things: But our
20n 36.i1 ’Hmwm Buc beeaife of che, particle, *-
_ [Fer'y mir Gomverfasion ; therefore T think thif iéhath refe-
wnceumo :hrx7ver[e,fosche 1% drid- 19 verfesare in 311:3- ’
P - - renthefis
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renchelrs, and cherefore if you would know the fcopeof the
Apoftlein ir;and what this hath relation to ; (for) itis in the
17.verfe, Bretbren, be followers together of me, and mark
them wbich walk (o as you bave ws for an enfample 5 for oner
Conwverfation is in Heaven, foit isto follow : he madea
‘licele degreffion when he fdid, Make us your example; chen he
{peakes of others,but many chere are thac walk thus and thus,
and are enemies to the crofs of Chrift, Whofe belly is their -
 god, whofeglory is their fhame, whofe end is defirutdion, who
mind eartb% things ;But our (ec,for our) Converfation s
inHeaven. Asif he fhould fay, Take head of followi
of thofe whofe belly is theirgod, whomind earthly chings,
for their endis defttution ; but racher follow thofe whofe
Converfacion is in h=aven, for their end is, falvacion :
that’s the fcope of the words. . Néw thén from the fcopeand
the coherance ofthem, follow us for an example, Forour
- Converfation i in Heaven; fo they are to be joyn’d ?&b«r;
from whence (ficft) before we come to fpeak of this Heaven-
ly Converfation that the Apoftie mentions, we have this
int, That the Examples of meuwhofe-Converfations are
eavenly, areto be followed. " Follow us an example,for our
Converfation is in heaven, They are guided by the fpiric
of God, and.the emd of their Converfation is goxd, and
therefore *tis fafe cc;f be followed. I&‘lll’row. 2. 20. therethe
Wife man fipeakes of anrasgument, "\Why we fhould inibrace
wifdom, becaufe thaz ‘would ms youesd vealk in the way
goodmen, and to keep the paths of the Righteous. We
fhould obferve the way of good men and keep the paths of
the righteoses.  1Us true, -that theexamples of chebeft men,
- though never fo holy, ase nota fufficentxule for any aétion.
14 man of womaa doth any thing,thoughit be neverfo good,
- mieecly upontheexample ofanother man,; yec this that they.
do wi{l prove finto chem : .Lfay, -thoughthe thing begood,
:and thoudoedt it upon cheesaraple of osher good men, yet if -
" thatbe authxr;ulc; thea@ion wallbe énto thee : for thac is
.the rule of Chrift cous, sbasfbever i net of fairh s fiy. Dow
nd example can. beagronwd. faficient  for faith 3 t&&ms
example aloge noc sgmwmmwﬂm
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and Walking with God.

* “that Satan himfelf may transform himfelf iproan Angel of
Yight : and may fot the prevailing of fome gvel makea greac
fhew of fome holinefs: and {o, man grofs Hypocrices
for a fime have had much feeming holinefs in their lives : and
‘therefore it muft be taken fora certain truth thacche exam-

les of men never ¢o holy are nota fufficient rule.  But yet

chus ﬁxgcxample.s of men that are -hqu- fhould prevail with -

us. _ A _ L
Ficft, They fhould prevail with ns more than other exam-
ples, than examples of the-moft learned men ; let men be
never fogreat Rabbies, the example of one holy max whofe
Converfation is in Heaven, fhould be more tous than-the

example of many Scholers. Formany men thacare learned |

may be very cortupt,they may-goagauft their own conciencs;
. ascertainly many do, : e
1. Itfhould prevail againft the example of great vich men

whou have gnods laid up for many yeares: you thouldra-
~ ther follow the exampleof thofe thacappear tobe holy,

where you live.

than the example of the richeﬁ‘and geeatift in che places

2. It fhould be more than the ve#ample of the Mulkitude, -

“Foel, 3. 14. you havea notable Scripture, there againft
~ following of Mulcicudes of men, youmay {eethere thag
“multitudes goto deftracrion; Multitudesr, mulsrtudes:
- in thewalley of decifion. - ' S
3. It fhould be more than the example of thofe chat are
" meerly relateduntous: aschildren fhould rather lack ac
. the example of godly men and- women ‘thaugh tbey be
- ftrangers, than of Fachier or Moher, or Uncle or Aunt, o
- the neereftkindred, thoughxleir examplesbenae rules for
~ our faith, yet they fhotld bemore thanthe examplesof
anyothers.. . * -~ S B
: Secondly, Though chey fhrould riov-be rules ar grogods
* offaith, " yét they Jhould Be'énowgh te take off prejudicersian
Corke from attufations of wfenss 1fmen will accufethe’ wayes
of godlinefs, andif therebedny prejudices taken up agajolk
" the patlis of Sion without rgtound,- che example of gody ihen
o ~ fhould
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. -fhould be enough to make ns ftand ou: aganft them; i
may be you hear- many crying ou bicterly agamft fucha
way of Woithip, and many talte afperfions are calt upon.
¥, ‘becaufe it is not a National way of Worlhip, for tew:

+ there be that follow it. Now do but obferve what man-

" nerof perfons do worfhip God in that way which fome cal: -
Herefie, ace, they nor. of hely -and blunelels Congerfariong:
according to the Golpel, che fritit Pucitanes? Now'
though you muft-notde: @ they: do-meerly frons their ex+’
ample; yet their exaruple fhould havea greac deal of po- =
wer and wifluence upon youto take off prejudices,. and‘an--
fweraccufations; and-tocalin and {weeten your angery and.
bicterfpiciess ~ . . i S

- Thirdly, Examples. though not fufficient ground andyle” -
for taith, yet they fhorld be enotgh to-make us to enguire af-
ter thofe' waies, andto examampin and: try, whether they-
bave any footing in the Word,becaue tbefollavoers of tbem,.
areveryuprizht and cirewnfpett in their way. Let me ac.
Jeaft enquire afrerchefe waies, lec meexamine them by the.
light of the Gofpel,fuerly there rs fome prohabjlity that thefe-
waies are che 'very paths. of Sion, and lead to-the gate of
Heaven. becaute the Profeffors of them are fuch frinds of-
Jetus Chrift 3 e likely chat. chefe men fhopld know the
fiind of Godchac db converie with- God moft, that.lie in.
his bofom, as the beloved Dilciple in Ghrifts: Is it not:
more likely that aman that is a familier friend, and con.
ver{es daily wich fuch an one chac this man fhould kngw -
his {ecries, s will rather then g firanger? fo all men in-
theworkl areftrangecsta:God, bug,only the-Saints : they
converfe with God, they ase the, men of his Councel ,, and-
his-hegre, and. thecefore of all men, in the world it’s moft
likely that they fhould have all the Wils of God'reverled
unto- them : . All -Learning and. Naryral Wildom: cangot:
fhewthe mind of Ged {0 mych.as qqmjsréf With'God, and
and holy humble familaricy with g od loves co apon
Riebofom 5o his hidden ones,. to reveal his mind to them §
acdchérefpre when we fee’men thacare godly. whole Con-

(0l 7 a verfa;ion -
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verlacion is in Heaven, that they walked -in fuchand fuch
waics, it {hculd make us to think ic is like chere 1s more
good in ithefe waies than I amaware of at the prefent, it’s
Y:ke thac fuch men as Ged {miles upon, that they fhould
know the mind of God more than other men: therefore
though 1 will not prei'enclgecondude it’s the mind of God,
and doic meerly becaufe th

tearch whether 1t be not the mind of Gud.or no according to

.the Scriptures.

Fourthly, The example of Godly, men fhould prevail
thus far, to make us to take heed that we do not opofe
thofe waies except we have very cleer ground to the con-
trary : then we may oppofe them as Paul oppoled Peter,

- and refifted himto the face, becaufehe did notgo inarighe

way : ler men be nerver {o'holy and godly, yet they may

“beoppofed intheir way ;5 If uponany examinacion you fce

cleerly this is not the way of God, 1find it tobe otherwife,
not others thirk it’s not the way af God, and fuch and

- fuch are of a- contrpy mind 5 No, buc I have been exami-
. ning it by the Werd of God, and laying the rule to my

~confcience, and my confcience to thar, apd Ifind ic to be
~ difagreeing to the mind of God, then, ye may fpeak- or

write againft ir, butdo it nat otherwife.  If ye fee- men

_haly, -men, whefe Converfations.be .in-Heaven, donc op-

_-polei becanfemendo; be fure your ground begood, and

-youbecleer in it if you .do;ppolg it, otherwife you may
be in danger of ﬁEE:ipg' aganft God when you. oppoe
them : therefore reake fo much yleof the example o f godly
Boly.men, asnex to oppofle che way bac upon cleer Scripiure
evidence to the conternzy.: PRI S DRIV S
_ Fiftly, The exampleof godly men; fhould .prevail;thits
far withus, s to prepareus to letin gnysroeth: thustbey do

"-g‘r]pfgﬂ andpratlice. When wecome to examjne ‘whacis.in
C

e waies of God, and Heaven,in qur gxamingrion, come

with prepared hearts to let i the Truchs, God fhall reveal -

. um the rather becaufe we fee fuch holy and godly men
g, ey

aced thofe truchs before us; when precious Gof-
P2 - pel-

/‘

y do it, yet I’le examine and

—
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“pel” Trurhs are delivered to us by the hands of the fervants
of Jeius Chrift, then thofevery Truthsin oureye are like
apples of Goldin pictures of filver, as beautitul as golden
frur in filver difhes.. ' C
" - Sixcly, The example of godly men fhould prevail thus
far, as after we have examined, and found their way to be-
-according to the Fruch indeed, chen their example fhouid:
‘confirm s inthe Truth : fhould help to fetcle us more in the
Truch, thould camforc and encourage us in-fuch and fuch-
‘holy courles; becaufe we find' not only that we are con-
vinc’d of ir, andwe {eeit to-be the way of God, and have
experienceof it, but others fee icand chey are convine’d of

-it, others thac are fo godly they find much communion
with God: in it; now chis fhould mightily firengthen and.
further us in that we gooriinthe fame way that the Saints.

“of God go on in: And indeed; it fhould be'a very greac

- griefro any godly man, that he fhould differ fronr ocher

‘ godly men, though it cannot be buc that we fhould differ

* {fometimes, becaufe weare imperfed here, ‘yea, and fome-
timesa week Chriftion knows that whicha ftrong Chrifti~
an may be ignorailt of, (I fay) it fals'out {o fomer:

that God. in fome ‘things revails himfelf to thofe tha are.
- weak and hides himfelf from thofe that are ftrong ; fo

- ~that here in this world-it cannot otherwifebe expected for

_ thersprefent, till the time that the New Jerufalem fhall be-

‘let down from God ow of Heaven, and: then the: Saints
" will e all of onemind and walk allin ene way, buc cill:
thien there cannot beexpedted but thac there fhould be dif--
ferent waies- of the Saines 3 ‘buc yer I1{ay it thould bea
reat heart-trouble to godly men-to fee that they atenecef-
firatedd vo'go'in differenc waies from other godlymen : and:
on the oeher fide a great encouridgment and ftrengthining
when the Saints go on.in one way togeather wih cheir.
- faces towards heaven.. : . ,
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| IF ybxi fay, What ]boﬁld we dor vohen.we bave contrary

examples, and botb fides godly men 5 yeavery godly:men

whofe Conwerfation isin Heaven, fome goone way, and-
- others as godly as they go anotber way? what [ball yeopie:

do then, when they fee tbat gither wgy boly mengasn 2
Anf. Tothag Lanfwer only -chefetwo chings. . - -

' Firft, Godby:thismeans pucs you tomare firjét exami-
mation-of theings, and doch teach you by this, cthac every
Chriftian though never fo weak, yet fhould havea bottom
and ground for their faich, and &)ra&ice out of the' Wasd -
themfelyes, and never did Go

. ficomgly-shan.now he doth, that we thoujd all ofus, oot

fatishe our felves inany point of Relgion, nor inany pra-

&ice of Religion, but what we can our flvesfind and feel-
footing for out of the Word. In former cimes Chriftians -

" were very much led by example;. and afew exam
. ‘gadly profeflors would cairy al'the well affected in thofe
places with them, al that did E end cowards godligefs

- would bevery loth to ‘E‘oinal’di ferent' way to fome emi--
ough perhaps their affechions Were

good; and God'miay accept of their goodaffestions, yer:
 certamly they werenot fo g ‘and@'ﬁabliﬂied’fhthe'
" auth as God would have thiem 5 but now the Lord feérns-
* to go anothier way with his people, ‘ar_zdgu" 1ts evéry ofie, ‘the-

nent godly men, buc

. weakeft, the meaneft nt, £o e and ro find ouc

the tuth chemfelves, and to have the ' of ‘it

“‘themfelyes, and we hope the time is at hand for che' fulfil-

j‘:flu‘;lﬁ‘aft pwmﬁéﬁhtanrgémwﬂ!kw@ﬁfﬁék

iall be raught to undertan elves what ase the rea-

. fons and grounds of the pradtice"of Religion, ‘and thofe

| and#alliing‘witb Gd.. oz

Wbat‘f to be done when ‘Ex;z;nplef of Godlymenare con-

teach’ this leffon more -

©otenems .
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tenents and opinions which they hold, and when pecpl®
come to underftand the grounds chem(elves they havea great
deal more ftrengeh;‘and they will'rome to be eftablefhed
mote than formerl;uhey have been, chis good will come of
~it
Secondly, When you fee examyles onboth fidesgo con-
trary one ynto the other, and both godly, yet examine
“buit ‘chis, " Which-way hath. moft ‘earthly’ inducruents, for
- ik ihy( that Harh moft edrehly inducemenss to draw ‘or
- -brasthe ‘hearr, thac way' lies under the meft fulpifion; for
- men thatarg- godly, yee they are but godly in pare,-and
thonghdney maty be as godly as ocher men in fome other
&x ,ysctiétémay bea tempration, the tempration for
by cOhcenrtirent ifix lies imore one way then the other,
yout are to be more wary of on than the other. Buc tht we
- may paffechispoint, becaufe it is but from the coherance,by
way -of ufe. but i in aword Or two.

5 S
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o ) CHAP I

. ‘szu of th etlm?'fhmtbecxam le tbe icked and
-rejett tb?eum;{e of tbe?god P ﬂf > kg o

. IF:he examp!e of mien wihofe Converfauon isin Heaven
is to be followed, hence chen are to be rebuked thafe

" thac_ racher follow the example ‘of wicked and ‘ungodly
3 4§ they be g Eﬁ:c’fo‘]rl In;‘?]ed (3 thlce e:tgamgle of the
gmde } racher follop che exam ofany than fhe
P‘! le of thofe whote Couyerl’auon 1? in Heaven’; “thou
chg.u and chus, and yet fay, Do not orhers doto?

qu ‘Bq are chey that do (62 ‘caw you fay in yotit Confci-

: onca, {hacy think char they ihay,do {q have their Con-
‘f aaven, . you wisd dos they do? Iftherebe

xafnple.. az you  wil. follaw, fhey théuld be fich

?n ztake 1t upon yo) ar.confcieace, tHat chefe are -

themen who Bave uﬁet ﬁ'onve. efations above s you witdo




Tl Fallg Wit G, g3

-as others do, m drinking, {Wearing, ' Sabbath-breaking; =
and inall manner of prophanets 5 have thefe their €onver-
faciqus in Heaven? Certainly. you that do fo, you follow
the example of thofe who have their, Converfations-i Hell
Buc it may be you have fome neighbors hve by you ‘whdfe.
¢ ouverfanions are blamelefs, yea, theyare Heavenly, and
~ whenyou are i your gocd moods, your confciences wic=
nels to them, and you eould with thatyou might die thé-
death ofthe righteous; 4rethére not fome that five inthe:
finie fanlilies,_‘: Vﬁ[efts, ‘or [d‘\'flq» wheré yOéngxVe,‘ cha-t_

o dough fomerimes ‘your héarts are againfl them’, you

eppote them, and fcorn theni, and tpeak againft them,yec
‘when you age in any good temper, ‘of afraid of death, chen
you cold. wifh rhat yqu Wete as they” arg, ‘and might dhe-
their death ; now wil_l';%oxj"ibc",'fgh,o"vy 1ht 'ft"_gyfgmplql but
rather the example ‘of gilics , j\v“ht_)_fg"“ Xamplés are’'in-
fuch things as are futable to 5'9‘911 vile, “finfal;" and bate-
lufts?: Vﬁe know that shefe exampled'of holy meén fhalrife
up i judgment agaipft you anocher day, che Lord will
condemn you from cheir example, dnd“ {5y, Did-mqt futh
and fuch live inthe family and place where you livd; dnd-
did not you behold cheir haly and gracious Couverfation,
and fhal the example of fuch and fuch vile wretches be fol-
lowed rathes- than the example of my Saiges?( I fay ) this
wil ftop your mouthes and'aggravate  yonr Conderanation

0 the peat Audic-day - Some there are, thar are fo far-
from following the example of thofé whofe Comver{sgios
are in Heaven, as they rage.and Tret againft thém, agd do-
what they can to darken the glory of their holy lives,-and " -
ifthey can but have any mifreporc of them ihey will fol--
low 1t whae poffibly chey*can"to theénd that- th‘%.’ miglt
eclipfe che holine(s of their lives, that fo 'th'g: iy fop-
their own confciences, whereds were! there ot fosithing -
‘to darken the luftér and Beaity. Of the:1ives of the Sairites,
cegpinly mens hedis Would - tBgdenytf them for walki

in contragy Wwai “%1;6‘ dtds dnd” Betefore for releif of -

cheis cb:?zlﬂcésﬁl ‘.gﬁifg ay,“ﬂbi‘ cgndem % ‘ehets fér-

= SRS S S R B DR c“‘,‘F"ﬂlhing. ]
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walking in waies contrary to them theydo whatthey can
to ipew upon theirglory, and ar€glad if they can hear a-
ny il report of them ; and wil follow them to their uctermoft;

and all becaufe cheircorrupt heéarts are againft theholinefs of -

their lives and Converfations, :
 Andchen laftly, Let thoe that profeff Religion labor to
wall fo as their examples may be convincing otbers : Is there
fuch a power in holy examples to prevail withien? you thac
profefs Religion, make chis an argument to work upon
ur hearts, chat your Converfationmay bemore in Hea-
ven, that fo your example may do the more good in thé
lace where you live 5 you that profefs Relegion and yet
gm earthly fpirits, and live fcandalouﬂgt s and -yildly,

Oh know ! you livetodo as much mifchief almoft sa man

_ can do in £his world, no greater mifchief than fof one to

| ﬂain(t);:fﬁﬂd)‘ {gs}q o é’% ‘

profe(s Keligion, 4rid yec fot his Converfation tobe wic-
Eed-and ungodly, and fo to give the Lye tohis profeffion.
Buc for that we {pake to heretofore,when we treated upon
gaoj}e Slcxiégur;, Only letyour Converfation be as becomes the

U CHAR IV,

‘ ng ;‘Dpitrg’ﬁe: obfmgdj_‘rbm the _Tezf L
=4 Efiis e proceed.to the principal Doétrinal Tauti#,
" For our Converfation is in Heaven. OurCiry
. Converfation, our Cisizén like behavior, or City

. Burpes eftate, for {i the word fignifies, our Car-
riags like free, denizns it isjnheaven: now trom chence'yoy

have, Wiy o .
. ,jﬁ:at;tb&ainrmre the Citigens of Heaven., =~

Secondy, Tbas sbeir. bebavior ahd Converfation even

‘wobile they are in gbie worldis s in Heaven. . '
!’;g Eanake iy fo the fecoid f T
agethe, g}{mfo,. pavensthiey ate all
eaveb. In the 2. Bibefi1g.
i there

froe. Ponicpens, Brtrge[Jey of

o
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_there youmay fee how God hath gathered all theSainks ¢
_ther ta be fellow-Cicizens of Heaven : Now therefore ye are -
no more firanger ¢ and forreigners,, but fellow Citigens with
.the Saints.and of the boufpold of God. They havean Hear -
. venly Citie herein the Chuich : the Curch it isa Heavenco
the Saincs, and asa ty pe of chat Heaven thac they fhall come
inco to live for ever both wich che Saints and Angels hereafter.
Aud inthe 11. Heb. 10. 1’s {poken of vibrabam, He fojousr-
ned in the Land of promife, as.in a fbrange Country, dwel-
ing in Tabernacles with J{aac and Jacob the beirs with bim
“of the fame Proinife,for be looked for a City wich bath foun=
dations, whofe builder and maker is God. It {eems then
thac all che Cities - che world in comparifon of this
City have no foundacitions 3 Abrabam looked for a
Cicy that hath foundations, and whofe builderand maker jis - -
God: Thebuildersand makers of thefe Cities are men, the
founders of the moft famous Cities inthis world have been
men, and manie times wicked and ungodly men are the buil~
ders of them : The firft City that wereade of was builc by
Cain. Thebuildersand makers I fay of thefe Cities gre meg,
laboring men: but Abrabam look’d for a ity that had foun-
dations, whofe builder and maker is God. And in che 1 2. Heb.
22. But ye are come unto mount Sion; and unto tbe City
of the liweng God the Heavenly Ferufalem : markand to an
innumarable company of Angels; {othat youare tohave
them your fellow Citizens, TheHeavenly fermfalem, thac
is here in the Church; whch is (in comparifon of Jerufalem
that was in Canaan) called the Heavenly Jerufalem, fochat
. they are Cicizens of Heaven evenas they are Members of the
Church : the Saints of God here in the Church are faid to
"dwell in Heaven, but inthat their City chere are aninnu~
merable company of Angels alfo, thar plainly notes chat
ic hath reference unto the glorious Heaven of the Saints
thac chey are the Citizens of ; the Saintsare the Citizens of
" Heaven, there they dwell: inche 13. of the Rewelation,
6. and 8. verfes, (this would ferve for proof of chis
. thing and {o for the other poinc that remains, That their
. . Q o Gonver.,
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-Cmverfationdic ; é:d Hcav;?) JAnd :)Je om bis ‘;n’:ntb in
‘blafpbemy again, y to blafpbeme bis and bis Ta-
lemaclc:ni! them that dewell inHeaven. And it was given
wnto bim to make war with the Saints, andto overcome
them. Now thefe were not in Heaven, that is, intheir bo-
diés they were not in Heaven for the prefent 5 Bat they are
faidrodwell in Heavenbecaufe they are of the Church here,
and they are free Denizens of Heaven too, ofthe Heaven of
the $uints chac they fhall livein hereafeer m a more glorious
way 3 They are Now Citizens of it ; and they may be fard
‘todwel in Heaven, as we fhall fee afterward in the opening’
of their Converfations béing in Heaven. :

. CHAR V. |
How the Saints dre Citigens of Heaven, opened in Nine
Particulars. ’ "

O W the Saints are Citizens of Heaven, For.
' . Fuft, Their names are all inrold in Heaven,
‘ They ar& written in Fieaven,in the 10. Luke 20. Re-
g joye in this, That your names are written in Hea-
wven. In Heaven is the Book of life where al{ the Names of
the Sairgs ate written. Philip. 4. 3. Whofenames(faicth he)
arewritten in the Book of lif{: ‘ o
~ Secondly, The Saints are the Citizens of Heaven, for
they batve Chrift their Head gone before totabg poffeffion of
“Heawen intbeir names, thereforetbey bave a right to Hea=
aen. Asaman may bea Citizen, although ke fhould tra-
velinanother Country, yec his name being inrdtgchere, and
he having ggﬂ'cﬂion there, he may be faidto baa Girizen
“though he be ina ltrange land for the prefent in-his body =
So the Saincs have their names inrold in Heaven, they have
Jelus Chrift their head thac is gone before in their names
to take poffeflion for them,and ro provide mantions for chems,

asinthe 14, Fobns *
o g Thirdly

— ;&LJ‘
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Thirdly, When ever they do attually belecwe, they, o takg

#p their freedoms Theix names wece there Inrold fram al eter-

nity : and foChriftac hisafcention went and took pofleffi-
on’: bur when chey beleeve attually, they do as it were
" take up their freedom in thac City. There’s many men
that are born fiee, yer ther’satime when they rake ic up,
and .fo others that have ferv’d for their. freedom, yet ig

may be along timne before they be made free : aud ioche 7

" Saints when' they do a&tually beleeve they came ta rake.tip
their freedom in the City of Heaven, and are made Free
Burgeﬁ'esofl—l'eaven. S o o

And hence (in thefourth place) They come no more ta be
as flawves 5 they ate not bondilaves as before, they aredelive~
red from bondage being made free of Heaven, As ifiq ba
* thac forreigners, ot fiich asare flaves thould come o be In-
fratichized, then they have the fame freedom as ochers

- have, and are admited co the like City-priviledges, and

they are no mhre to be accouted as flaves:: {o thole that. are
by narure bondflaves to fin and Satan, yea, and fuch asare
under che bondage oftheLaw, yec when d:g come to bew
~ Jeeve, they are mfranchized ;m Heaven, and are delivered
from the bondage of the Law, Sia and Saan, they are faid
to be free-men of the City of Heaven. - )
" Futely, AlltheSaintsbave right voalé ths comwon flock
“Treafury, andriches of "Heaven ; whatloever priviliges be-
long tothe Charter of Heaven, the 8aintshave righc and ci-

tletochemall. Asin great Citiesehert isa-Comon fodeand

Treafury thac is for publick eccafions, and every Girzen

bachtome intreft init {othe Saincs ( 1fay) have interefbin
all the Comon-ftogk and-Treafury. and-all-the gohes chak

Sixtly, Tre Saintrs are the Citigens of 224
“for the ,?reﬁnt ibe [gme qbnﬁfm;‘:gwnf their happyeffate
that the Angets anthtbofe bleffed {om s liopesieds arexcfpdil
in Heaven > (Y1ay) ey have this privilidgacorbiy boing
Cuitedts Of heaver{ it thotgh cheir Bodjosbenie in s Lughe
eft Heavens; yev¢hey-have taeirﬁappmc_mﬁ‘ :

4 . ' 2
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asthe Angels in Heaven have, and as any blefled fouls in
Abrahomsbolom, look how they are confirmedin a happy
eftate foas they -cannot be made miferable, o s every )
Jeever, though he lwes in this world, he hath this privi-
- Jedg in being a Citizen of Heaven, that he.is confirmed in

a happy eftate, chac all the powers in hell and in the world"

can never make thisfoul to be miferable, and this isamigh-

tie. priviledg of beinga Citizen of Heaven, he ismore pri-,

viledged than dam in Pacadice, for Adam he was noc
confirmed and ftablithed when he wasmade in the ftate of
innocencie, but every Beleever is confirmedand ftablithed as
che Angelsin Heavenare. = - L

- .Seventhly, They have this priviledg, ‘By},bein’;Citi»ge‘nf,,
they bave priwiledg of free trade to Heaven.  Youknow,

L

thac Free men inthe Citie have priviledg of Trade morethan

Focreigners have ; Forr¢igners are fain to pay Cuftome and -
double taxes more than che Free Cicizens. So the Saints,. .

chey. have the priviledg of Free trade in Heaven, for any. -

ebing chat doth concernthem ; chey have a Free-intercourfe-
with Heaven which .qrhers have not. S ‘
Eightly, They bave now for the prefent Communien with
the Angels.of Heawven : there 1s Communion and Commerce
becween the Saints here and che Angels, upon chis groundbe-
caufe they are fellow Citizens; and in chat place of the He-'
brew s before quoted, - e are come to the. Heavenly Ferufa-

lem, andtotbeinnumerable company of Angels: Thereis

agreat deal of inteccourfe between the Saintsand Angels here
uponearth, the Angelslook upon them as their fellow Citi-
zens, and are miniftring {pirics for the good of the Elect, and
sheydovery grear fervices for the Chuwch of God here in this

world upon this ground, becaufe they look upon them as

their fellow Cicizens, . . .

Ninchly, They bavetbe proteition of Hearven, being the

r of Hearvers : 1 fay they have H avens protection. -

Asonectat isaGitizen, he hath the protetion of che Law of

" theCitie, and ofshe power of the Citie to defed him 3 hence

uMof‘Pcul,xgt becaufe he was a Roman it was dan= - -
Ny ) _ - . kS . - grous
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‘gevons to meddle with bim, as in the 22, 0f s 35. verle,
as they ‘bonnd ¥im wich thongs Pawl faid unto: the Cend)

turion ‘that ftood by Lrdt Jam ul for yowto feonroes man

- that s a Roman,’ and'uncortdemned ? Asif he fhould fay,
Take heed whae yowdo,l am free of the. Cicie of Rome : And
mark, (faichtheScriprure) wen the Cencurien heard chac,
" hé“went’ and fold ‘the:cheif Capesit, fayind, Take hoed
‘What " thou doeft, for thi¢ man: Isid ‘Rothan, “he -hath che
proteckion of the Oty - Thus the Saitiek ave Cigizens of
‘Heaven, They arenot Rémmans, - but of the Heavenly Jerus
- falem; andwhen any are’ abour to wrong' one of them;; tkey
“had need take” heed whatthey do'forhe 1¢a Cicizen of Heas
ven, cheKing of Heaven is his Kinjg co'proceét him ; and he
fits and laughsac-the énemies of the Ghurch :- And the ve-
'ty Angels themfelves they are theic *guard, to:guard all
‘thefe Citizens, and to protedtichem; and this is the com-
‘forrable eftdte of allthe peopelof God, that they:are the
Ciczens of Heaven. - Qur Cisy. Converfe.. : Alk this Inote
out of the fignification of the word in- thé originaly and -with
out the underftanding of che propriety of the languge, and
‘the word, we fhould not “have the underftanding of this
truch. . A : . S S
- Whereforemy brecheren ie beirig thus, “icfhouldteach all
‘the people of God te walk -as becomes Cirlzens, not to
be rude in their behavior; *is a difhonor te Cisizens to be
* rude in their behavior, it’ enough for Country people
" thacnevethad any education to berude; but eertainly the
Saints of God, they have the education of Heaven ( this
may be added for a tencth-Paskticllac) They have the holy
Ghott to be thejr Inftruter, robring themupin holy-and
iood mannérs that ¥ fucable to Heaven, chis the Saincs

i

ave ; and manifeft -i¢in your Converfations, be not rude -

in your way, prize your priviledg of being a Citizen of

“Heavens istiethie coft: Jéflas Choeb dearco purchafethis -

“infratehizement and hiberty for you : we. itiche 22,

of the 4¢#s of the Capraitrwhen heheard that Panl wasa
‘Romany ittthe 27, verle: “theix chief Cépeain came and faid
isv . , .. ‘o,
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tohim, Tellme,art thou a Roman? Hefaid, Yea. And the
<hiet Graprain anfwered, with a great faom obtainedl this

“Freedowm. And-Faul anfwered, I was free-Born. They -

were Wobht.to gvegreat {ums 0o purchale freedoms of the Ci-
ty. Oh! this Cicy that here weare fpeakingof, hath fuch
priviledges as is beyond any in the world : and no man or wo~
man can come 10 be free of this City but ic is by a great
ﬁf‘h‘&: No man can fay as Paxldid here, that hewas

tn tcee 3 pe; but if became to be free of Heaven it was

witha Great purchafe, ic was with the purchafe of che.

blood of Jelus Chrift that was more worth than all the

world., “And if che Son makes yon free, then you thallbe .

free indeed, and therefore prige this.asagracmescie? while

you live here in this'world, account it asagreac m:c;ly

thac you are a Citizen of Heaven, accoun your ha s
to coofift-there, itis moe chan to have Houle andpiands

hore ; foramancohavea freedom of {ome City, itis more -

:than‘ to heve Houfe and Land in che Wildemefs : Whag
shough: the Lord doth ender shings {0 as 'while chou livelk
‘inthe wildernefs of chis world thou haft ne habiracion of

thine own, yer ceerainly the Lord hath madg thee fieeqf -

Heaven, it was purchafed for thee by the blood of Jefus
Chtift ;" Nowby shat ‘price thac it coft thou wayefk- con-
«lude that chere is fome great macwes inif, fhacthou arza
fleeom(fﬂm PRI . N J.»“

. . . . . f
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Heaven ; ought tobean{werable ; though there Co- habitaci-
ons be in -this world, - yet their Converfacion ic fhould be in
Heaven 3 in the 7..of Dan. 10..18. thete youread ofthe-
excellent eftate of che Saines,Bus the Saints of the.moft High.
fball take the kingdom, and poffef the kingdows for ewer -
T hac that is tranflated here, The Saints of the moft Hiph,
it is notonly ment of the Moft High God, but the Saints of
the high Places, fo’cistranflaced by fome, forthe Saints are
the‘Sainesof hrigh placesin. regard of cheir imreft in Heaven,
andinregird of their ‘Converfations {urable to-ehe place, in. -
the 2.Epbe. 6. Andbath raifedws up together, and made us
&teto ither in Heavenly placesin bu%’ Fefus. The'Saines.
rﬁ? in Heavenly places, Heavenly dignity, Heavenly
privileges, Heavenly prerogatives, yea, andrhey themielves
may be faid tobe’ in Heavenly places chowghi thoic. bodies be-
upon che earth, theic fouls are in Heavenly places,cheir Con«
verfation isin Heaveny They avecheSaings of <he:HighGod,, -
and chey are ferin high places. - -
" Younwill fay, What sz this Conwerfation that is wHea~
wen tbdt;?bc’re,?l@n of. 1 thallepen it in thefe parcculazs,
Theficft s, Theaimand{copeof cheirheasts, dtis Hea-
ven~ward, that -the Saints lookeat ascheir aimand teape is--
© Heaven, ‘they look upon themtelves in ths world as pil~
grims and ftrangers, Heaven's their home, .and. cheir eye
1s there, their end, -their fcope, whatfuaver they do it is
fot Heaven, fome way or otherto fic them: forHeaven, and
to lay infor Heaven agai shey fhall come and Live
there, their 'Converfation’ thereforeds in Heaven :, At} -
thae they do, eating, and drinking; geingabout cheicbufinefs,
yec I fay their aimic is ¥edven. - lrenbes ictsimoparted
of Axaragorasa Philofopher, - that beitig asked wheefore:
heliv’d, ke faid he was born ¢o- cantemplaee the Heavens,
he nmade it the end: of his ite-for which-he was born .£p con~
template Heavens; Beinga Phylofoplicr and havingunder-
Tanding io the mocions of che Heavens, ‘he tock.ifuch dex
Tlight in ic, chat he accontedht;-vheignd:forowhich he was
horn.  So the Sains 18ck \ac Feaven ad theid Center chat
. . . , - they .
(

k»
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they-aim at, -that’s theitfcopé: we ({archthe Apoftle)da
not looke ac chings that are:feen, burag chings that arenoc
feen,- rioching inthe Earthés.aur {cope, .but Heavenis our
{cape, . and{o their-Converfations may-be faid to be in Hea~
ven in thacrefpect.’ et : ,

Secondly; Their Conv:rfations are in Heaven, for they
are atted by Heaven'y pririciples in all their waies.

-Heavenly principles youwill fay, What arethey 2 . .

This is:a. Heavenly . Rrinciple, . That' God is all'in all :
that’s a Principle that che:Samesage guidedby, in Heaven
they look upon’ God ta beall inall unto them, fo dothe
Saints here, in what they do, in- whac they are, in whac
they injoy, they a¢tupon chis Principle, thatict’s God that

_as allinall, whatfoever I feein thecreature, yet ic’s God

cbl:‘t»is‘a'll i all co.me, Ia& by vercue of this Princi-
P fhac God the infinice Firft-being, is infinicely worthy
of all Iave for himfelf, that’s a Heavenly Principle : che
Saints.that are in Heaven, they look upon the infinite ex-

~ cellencie and glory of God, they look u him as the

Ficft-Being of all things, having all excellency, and glo~-
ry enough to facisfie all creactures for ever, and looke u%og
him as infinitly worthy of all love and fervice for himfelf's
know this is.a heavenly Principle: So the Saints their
converfacion isin Heaven, theyareated by heavenly prin-
ciples 5 I ldok upon fuch and fuch ‘things in the world
wheceby I aiay gaim credit, encreafe, or comfort, this isan
earthly principle : Buc whenmy heart is foupon God, thac
it looks upon him as infinigly excelleat and worthy of all
love, feovice, fear, hanor, and worfhip, for himfelf ajone,
whadfgever . becomes-of the:creacure God is worthy. of alf -
for .chae infinite excellencie in himfelf ; chis is a heavenly
principle = and for. one to be acted in his life by fucha prin-
ciple as chis is, this is tobe acted by heavenly principles,
nat by fuch low, and;bafe principles asthe men of the world
ace; buchy heavenly principles.. . -
- ‘Thicdly, Their Gouverfations arein Heaven. For here
o o : though
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~though they live, in the world, they have communion.

with the God of Heaven that isabove in the whol courfe of
theiclives. 1Inther. Epiftle by Fobn1. chap. youhave
divers excellent exprefions about our communion with
God.  Inche 3. verfe, That which we bave feen and beard
declare we unto you, That ye alfo may bawe fellowfpip with
wus, andiruly, our feowofhip is with the Fatber, andwith
bis Son Fefus Chraft. And then in anocher Scripture we
reade of the Communion of the holy Ghoft, there is Com-
munion with the Father, Son,and holy Ghoft. New what
makes Heavenbut God? we fay, where the King is there’s
- the Court, whereGod isthere’s Heaven, let God be where
hewil.  There is fome controverfie among fome, where the

- Saints thal be after the Refurrection ; fome think it fhalbe

ftil here, and yet withal che glory that the Scripture fpeaks
of. Now it’s no greac matter where it be, {o it be wheie-
God is, thofe that have Communion with God, theyarein

Heaven, their Gonverfation isin Heaven: now i’ that that-

is the life of the Saints, theitCommunion with God 5 thy life

itisto have communion with the Creacure, tha is for thee
to clofe with the contents of the Creature, and the faculey
that is in man to taft any thing, or rohaye anty delight m.
any thingin this world, when there isa futable objeétto the
faculty, thac’s his Commuynion with the Creatute 5 As now
a Drunkard, there is a kind of Communion that he hath.
meerly with lewd company; and with the crearure to pleafe
hisfence for a while, there’sall the communion that he hachs
- But what a different Converfacion is this, fof.one meerly to-
pleafe his fence in meat agd drink a liccle while, .and another:
to have communion with Father, Son,and holy Ghoft ? The
Saints here in this world have not an Imaginary butra Rea
Communion with the Father Son and holy Ghoft. . -
- Communian, . you wil fay, .what’s char? '

By Commiiion with God e smean s, The actingof
the fou

_ 1upon God, and the receiving in che influence of the
goodnefs and’ love and n}arq of God -ineo - the foul,

.- When

L reldW
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When there isa mucual adting of the {foul upon God,and’
God upon rhefoul again; as when friends have Commu-
nion one with another, thatis, that one aéts forthe Com-
fort of the other, -there isa mucual nibracing and opening
of hearts one upon another for the fatisfying of the Spirits
one of another: So communicn'with God s the muctual
attings of cthe foul upon God, and Godupon the foul a-
gain:” The Saints they fee the fact of God, and God de-
" lights in the face of the Sants: And they lec out their
beartsto God, and God lets out hisheart tothem, We
cannot expreffe this to ftrangers, a ftranger fhall not .
meddle wich this joy , this isa miftery, ariddle to'the car-
pal world. ‘Dobut you confider this, chat what Commu-
pion you have with your lewd company, to'fit, and ear,
and drink, andplay, and tell ftoriesall day long, thisyou
think isa brave life 3 but now, that the communion of
she Saints is raifed higher, -and the comfort of the Saints is
nec in fuch poor, low, bafe things as thineare, the Saints
have comfort in God the Father, Son; and holy Ghoft, in
an infinite higher way, and in that refpet their Conver-
fations are faid to be in Heaven : Andefpecially when they
are with God in his Ordinances théy cannot be contenc
except they hagy Communion with God there, it note-
nough for them to call upon the Name of God, to kneel °

" downandto ufe fome humble broken hearted exprefions 3
Oh but, what communion bave-I with God and Jefus
Chrift and. the holy Ghoft in my duties at this time! I
-gome to the Word and other Ordmances, Oh! but what -
commupion have I withGod inthem? I cannot be fatisfied -
except I caft and fée how good the Lordis; Icannotgoa-

_ broad-about my bufinefle but with aheavy hearc except X
hear fomething- from HeaVen this morning ; all che comtort .
of their lives. do depend upon this, in having commiu=-.
nion with Father,Son,and holy Ghoft. = =~ = =,

' Fourthly,Their Converfation may be faid to be in Heaven,

Besanfe tZe). doline according to the Lgws of Heaven:
They do. not herein this world live agcording to the Laz; ;
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of men, and the lufts of men, buc they look for their direGi-
on from Heaven, What ruleis chere from Heaven to guide
me? There muft be fome word from the God of Heavento

order and guide chem in their wates, or elfe they cannoc _

tell how to fute wich them; Indeed whilethey livein che

Cities ofthe world chey muft obey theLaws of men, but

ftill it is in order to the Laws of Heaven, the main thi

" that they fubmit to, is the Statute Laws of Jefus Chrift che

" ypreac Law-giver 5 beciule chere is a Law of Heaven that
‘doth :egui're them for coobey the Laws of men chatare ac- -
cording to thofe Lawsof Heaven, therefore they do obey
them 3 butthe Laws of Heaven are thofe that che Saincs *
look after for cheir direCtion dn all their waies, fuch and
fuch athingI havea mind co; but will the'Law of Hea-
ven juftifieme inthis? have Iany word from Jefus Chrift
toguide me in in{fuchaway? I'dare no: dootherwife thaa

‘according to-the Will and Scepter of Chrift, they muft be

" 'my rulein allmy waies : whereas before chy luft waschy
" rule, and cthy ownendschyrule: andthe common courfe
of the world thy rule ; butnow the Laws of Heaven arechy
tule; and therefore their Converfations are mn Heavea be-
caufe they are guided by the Laws of Heaven: Heaven is
their aim, They are ated by heavenly Principles, They
converfe withthe God of heaven. Andchen fourchly, They °
live according to the Laws of heaven. .

Fiftly, Their thoughts and h¢arts are {fecupon heaven,
as he faich, The foul is where it lover rather than wbere i¢
liwes 5 where the heart isthere’s the foul, .there the man may
befaidtobe. Now the Saints have cheir hearts in heaven,
their thoughts in heaven, their meditations in heaven,
working there, When I awake 1 am alwaies with thee (Taith
David.) Ahd Oh how {weet are the thoughts of heaven
unto the Saints! While thou arc mudling in the world,

. and plodding for thy felf in the chings of this world , If
God fhould come to chee and fay, Where arc théu? as he
faidco .Adam",#ea fometimes while thou artat prayer and
hearing .the Word, Where are thy thoughts, and abouc

: : - W2 , what?
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what ? even as we fay i che proverb, they are runhing about a
Wool-geathering. ; ST

- Bur now coms= te one whoie Converfation is in Heaven,
he keeps his thoughtscand medizaticns there continually,
medicaring on the ¢lovious things that are referved in Hea-
ven. - As I remember I have read of that holy man, Mr.
Ward thatbeing n the midft ofadiner, and peopel won-
dering what he wis muliug abour, he prefently breaks
out, Forever,for cv:r, forever, foralmoft halfa quarc of
an hour he could notr be ftill’d, buc hecries, forever, for
ever, for ever, So far as any man or women hath rheic
Converfationin Heaven their thoughts are there, thinking
Oh eatcnicy, eternicy, to be for ever 1 Heaven, to live for e~
ver with Chriftt and God, and Ohthe Crown of glory cthat

Aschere! when will chac blefled day come when I thall come

to enjoy thofe good things that are there? his thoughes
will be there, and he islonging to be there, his love andde-
fures and -afe&ions will be working there. It faid of the
geopex- of Jfrael, A#s, 7. 39. That their hearts turned

ack again ro Egypt ;. they never returned in their bodiesco
Egyp:, bur thewr hearrs were chere; they would fain have
the Onionsand Flefh pors chat were in Egypr, their hearts
were there.  So itmay befaid of many, that though they
«come and hear the Word, yet their hearts are in their fhops,
cheir hearts are after cheir covetoufnefs 3 buc 1t’s contrary
with the Saints, Though they live here in this world, yet
their heaces are in Heaven : AsI remember 'it® writcen of
Queen Mary, that fhe faid, If they rip’d her opon chey
fhould find Callis in her heart; And fo ic may be faidof

* Saints, whofe Converfationsare in Heaven; I {peak not of

-all Profeflors of Religron, for it faid of bodies, ( when
Paul {peaks of the refurection ) there are bodies Celeftial,
. and bodies Terreftial, foI may fay, There are profeflors -

Celeftial, and Profeffors Terreftial, bugas for fuch whofe -
Converfations are in Heaven, who walk with God, . and

. live here che livesof-Heaven upon Earth, Ifthey wecerip'd
".up, you fhould find Heaven in cheir heatts; un-rip many

_mens
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mens hearts, and chere’s nothing but the -earth, unclean =
nefs, and bafenels ; fuppofe God fthould come this' mo-

ment, andripupallyour hearts? and difclofe’them to alt

the men of the world, whatadeal of filthy ftuff would be
found in many of your hearts? bu for fuch whote Con-
verfations are mn Heayen, they would be ready to have God

unrip their hearts when he pleafeth, Lord try, Lord feacch

'me, Lord, examine and fe what is inmy heart; Tle buc
put thisnow tu you asin the Name' of God, ‘and let.con-
fcience anlwer, What do you think would be found in
your heacts it they fhould be untip’d-now ? and if -your
confciences tell you, OhLord ! if my heart fhould be ripd
up notv, there would beafilthy deal of ugly and abomina-
‘bleftuff there, furely I have nothad my Converfation in
Heaven, my heart hach been finking even down to'low and.
bafe things : butnow, for thofe whom this rext concerns, it
‘will b2 anexceeding comfort to them 3 and I hope._chat
there are divers of you that may be able to fay, if the Lord
.fhould.at this prefent rip our hearts and fhew themto-all

the world, T hope the world fhould fee that Heaven is ftam= -
- ped upon our hearcs. - Weaccount it fad weather when we

cannot fee the Heavens for many daies, when we carinot

“fee Heaven many times fora weak together; and- we ac- -

couint it an ill dwelling where - men dwel-in narrow lanes-
inthe City, fo that they canfcarce fee the Heavens. except -

they go abroad in che fields. My breathren, fucely it’s a ..

fad time witha gracious hearc when any one day paffes
‘without conver{e with Heaven, withoutthe fight of Hea=
ven, and medications of Heaven, and having their hears
“there.. Thusi: thould be wich Chriftians whofe Conver-
fations are in Heaven, they fhould never love fuch dwellings
wherein they cannot {eethe beams of the Sun; I’ a moft
comforcable thing for.to fee the light, aman thac dwels

in fome dark houte, i’ very comfortable for himeo walk .

out ingo the opsh ar,. and tobehold the Heavens ; Oh. my

bretheren! our foulsdwell indark houlesevery oneof uss . -

for-our bodies are to out fouls like a datk and low celler,

bug
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but the Lord givesus liberty -to go abroad,; to be converﬁng
wich the chings of Heaven thac he hath revealed in his wor
and inhis Ordinances: And asmany Citizensthat live in
dark rooms and-keep along time clofe to their work, yet
at fuch times as they cal days of Recreation,they walk abroad

- in theFields,and take the_frefh air,and oh how delight{om is

icrochem! The fame fhould bg to a gracious heart that hath
a great many bufineffes (indeed) in the world, I but on’
the Lords day, Ohthat'hemay now enjoy Godin his Or=
~ dinances more than before ; his thoughts are upon thofe waies
- wherein he may come to have moreof Heaven, Oh! thatl
may come to converfe more with God chan at other times!
And upon that the Sabaths arethe joy of hisfoul, hisde-
lighc, he longs after the Sabath, he thirfts afrer Ordinances,
for indeed his heart is in them,. for he findsthere is more of
Heaven in them than in other things 3 and in that regard’
the Saints having their choughs ar:(‘f hearts in Heaven thus
#ie-proves to have his Converfation to be in Heaven. ‘Mofer
never came to Canaan, and yet God gave ‘Mofer a fight of it,
carried him up to mount Nebo. Heavenly medications are
as it were mount Nebo, whereby when the Leart israifeda .
litccle upon the mount, it’s able to fee Heaver:, and behold
the glorious things there. The Scripture {peaks of Lucifer,
ghac be had his neftamong the ftars : A Saint hath as it were
hisneft, his dwelling among che ftars, yea above the ftars
in the higheft Heavens.  As ’tis with wicked men, that when
they feem todraw nigh to God, yer their hearts are far from
him ; then they are in their thops, they are among their fhips
¢ when they feem to be worfhiping of Ged:So when the Saints
-feem in regard of their bodiesto be far from God, yet their
‘heartsare in Heaven inche mean time, '
Sixcly, For the opening of aHeavenly Converfati-
- on, it ‘Confifts in this, When intbe courfe of mens lives
- they do converfe and delight in the fame things that are
done in THeaven, they make their bappinefl the fame.
bappinef. that # in Heaven , and make tbelr excer-
. .Cife- 30 be the fame Fxcercifethat isin Heaven: As‘{or in-
‘ o .o ance,
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ftance, What isthere inHeaven? Thereis thefight of the
- faceof God 5 Bleffed are the pure in beart, for they foall fee -
~God. Ardthe Argels, Alwaies bebould the face of God. So
the Saincs may be taid co have their Converfations 1n Heaven
becaufe their exercife here while they live, it is in the behol-
ding the face God, in ftanding before God feeing his face 5
the greateft delight and contentment of their fouls, it is, chac
they can fee fomewhat of G6d. : L
What’s tobe done furtber ¥ 'The Work of Heaven, it is in
~ the Praifings and Bleflings of God. What do the Saints
and Angelsof Heaven, but continually blefle, and magni< -
fie, and praife the Name of that Gad whom they fee to be
foinﬁniclﬁworchy ofall praife, and honor from his crea~
tures >. Then isa mans Converfationin Heaven when' as hé
* doththe fame things, when he joyns with Angels and Saints
in doing ofthe fame work, of magnifyingand blefling and
praifingGod, = = : a
What’sdone in Heaven,but the keeping of a perpetual Sab-
bath? Then areour converfations in Heaven, when we de-
light in Gods Sabbath, yea and indeed to keep a conftant
Sabbath unto God, though bufied about earthly things
ye ftill wekeep a Sabbath to God, in refting fromfin, and
being fpiritually imployed. And that’sa Sixthching.,
~ Seventhly, Then our_Converfation isin Heaven, When
inEartbly imployments, yet we are Heavenly :when we ufe
earthly thin%:‘ after a Heavenly manner; it is not the place
" that Godlooks at fo much, where his Saintsare, But‘what
they do : Though while we live on the earth weufe earth-
ly. things, yet when we can ufe them inan heavenly man-
ner, thenour Gonverfation may be in heaven though we be
upon earth. ‘ R

As thus fitft, when in the ufe of earthly things, we do .
quickly pafle through -earthly shings to God, wemake ufe .
of them, but wedo not ftick inthem ; we makechem the
means to paffe through to God, andget quickly through:
a_carnal hearc fticks in the chings of the earch, mingles
with theearth’s buta fpiricualy and heavenly hearc makes

- , ; o earthly,

\
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™ earthly things but as Conduits for. conveyance of him to

Heaven, we here carry about wich usthe fleth, and becaufe
we have {o murh eazth, we have need of thele earthly’
chings, T but they are means of conveyance to fpiricual
and Heavenly things. ' ,

And then; When we ufe Earthly things as Heavenly,

that is,we take a rife from earchly things tomedicate of Hea-

ven 3 upon the enjoyment of any thing n this Earch we
raife up our thoughts to the things of Heaven; when we
fee the light, to remember then the glorions light of
Heaven, and of the inheritance of che Sants whichare in
light ; when we caft any fiweetnefs in the creature, If
thefe chings be {q fweec, Oh what is Heaven and ‘God then
thdr is the Fountain of all good chings? Thus to makeall
eaithly. things to be buc as heavenly rifes to us, Thag’s
heavenly - Conver(ation, . that in the ufeof earthly things
doth quickly pafle through to God, and that makes {piri-
tual and heavenly rifes of earthly rhings. -
Eightly, “Their s our Converfation Heavenly wben the
Saints in their converfe together are Heavenly : when the
Saints in their converfe do looke upon them(elves asthe Citi~
zens of Heaven, and converefe as it befeems chofe of fuch a
Country,  When as Country men are abroad in forreign
Parcs and chey meec together, and there be conferring about

the ftare of their Gountry in their own Janguage, and abouc |
- their_friends, and what things there are chere among

them,_they will fay one to another, (as Englifp men) me
thinks we are in ‘England now ; our converfeis as if we were

- in ‘Bngland. So when the Saints in their meetings, they

donormeet to jangle, and wrangle, but they meet ‘to con-
verfe of Heaven, and to conferabouc their Country, and
every one telling news of Heaven, ther’s-none of the Saints-
that walk clofe with God, but when they meet together

may tell one another fome tidings of falvation from above,

When Country men -meet togeher in any place common-
1y the flcft queftion is, What news is there from our Coun-

trey, from ‘England 3 Soche Saints when they meet toge-
. \ : : ‘the
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ther if chey be of Heavenly Converfations, They willbe
talking fom whatof Heaven beforethey go: what news of .
our Country ? whatnews from Heaven ? thoughthey may
have leave torefrefh themfelves being poor earthly creatures
" here, with fomthingot the earth, yet they willhave forme
talk of Heaven before they part one wich another : Thisisa
Heavenly Converfation when the Communion ofthe Saints
of Heaven is in Heavenly things. L
The Ninthand laft thing wherein the Converfation of the
. Saints in Heaven is, is this, That their great trade while tbey
areupon tbe earth it is for Heaven : Though they benotin
cheir bodies there, yet their trading &5-there, and that’s the
{pecial thing chat feemsco be noted inthe very ., -
word in the texc; now theix chief crade icisin M4
Heaven, the Saintsthachave Heavenly.-Converfations they
~ donor trade for trifles as other men do, buc they trade for
greac things, for high things, in the 3. of Collof. faith the
Apotftle there, Ifye be rifen with Cbrift,feek thofethings that .
are above where Cbrift fitteth at the right band of God : fet
your affettions on things above and not onthings on the
earth. They feek the things of God, even thofe things where
Chrift {icrech at the right hand of God, fet your atfections
on things above and not on chings onthe earth 5 they feek af<
ter thele things;they marchandize for thote gdodly Pearls.

- p— —— ammennd -
)

s CHAP. VIL -~ .
The Saints Trading for Heaven, openedin. Sewen P,
ticulars. f ol
' y OW inthe Saints Trading for Heaven chereare
N chefefeveral chings confiderable, ¢
N ¢ Firft, Asin tradinig you know i isrequiljce in’

_ %+ 0T thofe chac are trades-men to any’ Councry, that
they fhoutd have skill in ?f Commoditie ‘that they trade
s o _ fors

APN?



218

An HEnij Conver/ation,

for; fo the Saines they have skill in Heavenly things;

“there’s many poor Chriftians who -bave lictle skill in the

matters of the world, fpeak to them abouc them they un-
derftand buc little, buc fpeak to them about Heaven, und
youmay quickly perceive that they haveskill in heavenly
Commodities, they haveaskill frem Geod, theyare Wi'e
Merchants. ' ,

Secondly, A Trades-man, he muft havea ftock to trade
‘withal : Now the Saints they havea ftock to trade wichall
for heaven, they have grace in their hearts, %ace in the
heart isa ftock for atrade. Ifyou leave your Childien no
lands, yet if you Jeave them a good rrade and ftock, ycu
chink youleave them a plentitul portion. Now the Saints
though they have buc liccle in the world, yet they have
skillin the Commeodities of heaven, they haveagood trade
andagocd ftock too, they haveaftock of grace that fhall
never be loft, however they perhaps may not have thofe
in-comes that they do defire fome times, yet chey fhall never
lofe cheir ftock, their porciun, and i fhould be their care
to improve their ftock for heaveh, aud indeed then they
have their Converfation inheaven, when they improve and
lay out all cheir ftock that way about heaveuly Commadi-
cies. .
And then athird thing in trading is, To take advan-
vage of the Market for Comodities : Great bargains may
be had fomecimes that cannoct be had at another ; {0 the
crade of a Chriftian for Heaven it is in the obferveing his
advantages that he hath for heavenly things, and thofe
that have their Converfations in heaven they are very wife
and underftanding chis way ; they are able tokonw theic
times.and feafons; other men that have not skill in che
maccers of heaven they do not know their times and fea-
fons, and therefore chey neglecting chejr markers, ic ma
be upon:cheir fick and deachbed then they begin to
of heaven, andcthen, Oh that they might buc know chac
their fouls mighc go to Heaven when they go from cheir

bodies! . bus thon ax wrskilil. in bearenly Commod

- cles,
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ties, thou dideft not kiow thy time, thou fhouldeft hatve
had thy Converfation in Heaven in the time of chy life, and

fo have obferved what advantages God gave thee for cra-
ding for heaven; Ohthac we were but all wife this way, -
to make it appear thac our Converfaions are in Heaven in’
this refpect, namly, That we are wile to obferve ourad- °
vantages, Ohl the advanrages that God hath given us
all atone time or ar another for Heaven, there’s not any
one of you but God hath given you much advantage for
Heaven had you buc taken it, If you willreflect upon your
own hearts, and the courfe of your lives in tormer cimes, your
confciences may tell you, Oh fometimes what fair advan-~
tages had I for Heaven! How did the Spirit of God be-
gin to ftir in me? What cruchs were there darted inte
mee at fuch a feafon ! What mocions flowing in
had 1 at fuch a time ? Oh how happy had I been if I
had taken fnchan advantage for Heaven, Ihad even beer
in Heaven already : Nowthofe whodo converfe with Hea=
ven, they watch_ar thofe advantages, they come not to
hear the Word buc cthey wath for the rime to have God
ftirring in their hears, and they follow thac advantage,
they wacch for the cime of the foftning of their {pirits,
and che enlivening of cheir fouls, and they follow hard
thofe advantages, and fo trade for Heaven, and grow rick

in Heavénly Comodiries.

Foutthly, Where thereisa trade from one Country to
anocher, there’s much intercourfe. A man that trades to
fucha Toun or Country, there’s much intercourfe becween
‘that man and thole thac live there : fo a Chrifttans tra~
ding for Heaven isin this, there 18 very much intercourfe
between ‘Heaven aud his foul, every day he fends up te
Heaven, and every day he hach fomething from Heaven
fent down co his toul! Oh do but examine whac incec
+ ¢ourle rhere hath been between Heaven and you: how is
Tt wit_ﬁh,'mjangl ofyou? even asit chere were no Heaven at
all ¥ Men rhat“ate no trades-men to the Indies, is as if
there Were notuch placé at all tothem,  Soi is with many

) X2 : " chak



T 210 An Heavenly Con-verfation, -

thac lives even inthe bofom of the Church,there is very lic-
tle incercourfe bectween Heaven and them 3 but a trader for
Heaven.hath much inrercourfe wich heaven.

Fiftly, A man that trades toany place, ifhe trade for

great maceers he hath che chief of his ftock where kbe trades,

" though he be not prefent in hisbody, yet the chief of his
eftace is there: Ifa manbe a Spanif oraTurkifh Merchant
and trade thicher, thechief of his eftac liesthere,. in Spain

ot Turkgy mare than here. Soitis with one thattrades for

Heaven, the chief partof hiseftate lies there, he accounts.
his riches tolie in Heaven ; indeed he hath fomwhat to lve
_ upon here in this world for a while, but chere’s his riches,
he looks at Heaven as the place-where his greateft treafure
kes, S
Sixtly, A man that tradesis willing to parc with fome-
thing where he is, that he may receive advanrage in the
place where he rrades: So itis with the Saintsthat trade.
for Heaven, -they are willingto part with much cthac they

ight receive afterwards in Heaven: they are willing (I,

fay ) topart wich any thing here in chis world, tothe end
.. thac they may receive it when they come home. A man

that is abroad; and isgoing tohis own Country, and there,

- he is wading for Commodities, he is very willing to part
with all his money where he is for receiving Commo(;:ces
in histrade ; or chofe that give thejr moneyes, here that {o
they may receive commodicies inanother place where chey
are trading: A carnal heart that doth not know the cer-

tainty nor excellency of the Gommodities of Heaven, they,

are willing to part wich nothing, buc will keep all, they

think with themfelves, what we have here we are fure of,

but that that they talk of Heaven we donot konw what it

is, itmay prove tobe but an imagination, cherefore we wil .
keep what we haveand befuer ofthat : Oh! thouart no-
grader for heaven, if thou wert thou wouldeft be willingto..

~ page with any ching here, that fo thou mightft receivecom~

amodicies there, thou wouldeft be content to live poorly, -

apd meanly  in chis world_fobe it that, chou mighteft Lave
, _ o thy.
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thy riches when thou comeft into chy manfion of glo-
£y,

' Seventhly, Trades-men that trade for great matters, . they.
muft truft much, they cannot expet to have prefant pay
in grear fums, Itstrue, men thac tradefor liccle maceers,
thac-trade by retale, they ulually take in their pence and
two pence as their commodities goes forch ;5 but 1€s not fo

wich Merchants that trade for great chings in Whol-fale: -
So’cis in traders for Heaven, they truft much; and indeedy; ~

thegrace of Faich itisthe greac grace that helps in the tra-
ding tor Heaven, they havealittle earneft for the prefent.
You that are traders, and go tothe Exchaingeand {ell bar-

. gains for many thoufands, you have not perhaps above -
twelve pence ora crown for the prefent, it may be only a .

promife, buc you expect the greac fums afterwards, So
thofechat are traders for Heaven, chey have {ome earneft,

they be contented with a litcle for the prefent, the firft-.

fruics of the Spiric, orabare promife from Chrift, chis is.

that chat bindsthe whole bargain and they expedt to have .
thefull pay hereafter when they come to Heaven. Itisa .
bhappy thing when God gives men and women hearts tobe -

willing to truft- God for eternity, and if they have but a
Jirtle comforc and gracenow, yet tolook.acthat asan ear.
neft peny of all the fﬁory that Jefus Chrift hacth purchafed,
by his blood, and ¢

be bound with a liccle earneft. Buc that’s the foul thac

trades in Heaven, that can be content to wai for the ﬁﬂﬁgﬁ

of promifes, and to take what they have from

for che Sm&m though it be buc a vary little, asan earneft ta
thofe glorious things chat God hath promifed in

bind a
his Word.. Here yon fee atrader for Heaven in thefe Se=

venthings. Now put all thefe thil}gs chat you have heard:
ee what i is to baveour .

. togeather withthefe ; and yow may
Converfatiops in Heaven, .

. at God hach promifed in his Word,,
thouart not fic co bea trades=man for, Heaven that canft -
not truft, that canft not be content chat great bargaius fhould. |

GHAP..
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‘CHAP. VIII

Seven Buidencés of mens baving their converfation in-
Heaven.

. O W chen, there are fome Evidences of Chriftians
. having their Gonverfation in Heaven. As we fhew -
‘ed you {ome Evidences of an Eearthly Converfati~
on, folikewife ofa Heavenly converfation : thar is,
fome demontftrations plainly to thew, That the Converfa--
tzons of Chriftians are in Heaven.

" 1n che firft place, It’s plain cercainly; there are Chrifti-
ans thac have their Couverfations in Heaven ; Firft, be=
caufe there are Chriftians that can vilifie all the things of this

. earth : furely except they had their Corveifations higher
than the earth they could not {e vilifiethe things of the earth.
Iv’s an evidenee of the height of Heaven, thacaman is-
lifced up very high, that fhall look upon che very Globeof
the earth asa very tgm&um, asalietle thing : foan evidence
that thehearts of che faints are on high when they can look on
the things of chie earth as {mal; ic*s crue, we that are uponthe
eacth ook upon the ftars as fmall,and the earth as grear ; bue
if we were in Heavaw 'we would look upon the ftats as greac
and che earch as fmallyas Pawnl did, accounted all chings bue

~ as dung and drofs, dogs meat for the excellency of cthe know-

Yedge of Jelus Chrift : and Luther, that accounted the whpl

Furekifp Empire but a Crumb chat che greac Mafter of che

Family caftscohisdog: furely here’s an argument that che

Saints have their Converlations in Heaven that can loake

.;&;nxhe chings of the earth as fo mean,and fo litcle,as indeed
are. v :

A fecorid Evidence is this, That they can be content -
with fo liccle in this world, and can live fuch Comfortable
dives in the enjoyment of fo lictle; perhaps you cannot htoo.-ll

. how
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how to have comfortable lives except you have fo mmm

ming in by theyeer, and fo much provifion : but now,
one that 1s heavenly, agodly man er woman, can cell
how to live a joyful and happy lite in the want of the
things of this world ; though they have but little, though -
- but bread and water, though buc mean habitations, .mean
cloathes, though butof mean efteem inthe world, yetcan
go through the world with a joyful heart, blefling God all :
his dates, nothing but admirmng, Eraiﬁng, and magaify-
ing God for his rich mercy ; and blelling himfelf in God,
and accounting his porcion rabea goodly portion, and his
lot ro be Yallen incoa fair ground.  Ivernly beleeve chac
there are very many poor, mean peoplein this world, yet
their houfes are more fill’'d with bleflings of Ged in one
day, thanmany Rich, Great, Noble men have their houfes
intwenty or fourty yeers: now chisargues that they have
their Converfations in Heaven, thar though chey want
comfoic never fo much in this world, yec they can live -
comforrable lives 5 fuerly ic is fomthing chat doth rejoyce -
them; whenthey can fo rejoyce in the want of chefe out--
ward chings, when their joy depends not upon the things -
of this warld ; men thac have earchly bearts, ifthey lofe -
buc thetz.outward comforts, they cry our, Oh we ace un-
done! And you may fee mighty akerations in their very
countenances, they have noching to joy their hearts when -
they lofe the things of che world: but i is not fo wich the

Saiies, whatfoever croffes they meec wichall here in this. -

warld, yet fhill chey rejoyce in Chrift, biefling God, the :
eourfe of their lives is nothing elfe buca continual magni-
fiing,and praifisg God fos his mercie and goodnefle to them 3.
furely they have their Convexfations in Heaven, .
Thirdly, Not only can live joyfully inthe want 6f ma= -
oy comfars, bu chey ean fuffer che lofs of all; yea, fuf«-
fac hard chings, fuffer affiitions, fuffer corments and :
voctures with jayful hearts; reade buc chat 1 1. of the Heb. ac
our leilirre, 13, 14« verles, They confefled thac che‘y‘ were
aﬁﬂgu,hnﬂpﬁm onthecarth, fox they thar <l
\ l'@'

ecfuch:
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things, declare plainly chat they feck a Country (chis Scarp-
ture is to be anexed to the fecond evidence ) Mark, They
thatfeek fuch things declare plainly thatthey feeka Coun-
try, furely chereis fom:ching elie thacchey feek afier when
they et fo lighe by the thicgs of this world, For the Saints
are rot fools, but chere is fome reafon for what they do,
furely chere 1s fomching in it, for they havethe fae na- -
tureas you have, and they have need of comfcrtas wellas
you, and had they not fome other comfort befides outward
comforts, they could not live fo comfortably in the wantof
outward comtorts, but they that are conrent with a liccle, as
pilgnmsand ftrangers : they decleare plainly chac they feek
a Country 5 thac s che fecond Evidence,

And then, For the [uffering of tortures and pains for the
fake of Chrift. Thissanother Evidenceand foyou have in
the 10. ‘Heb. 32. But call to rememberance the former daies
in whbich after ye were made illuminated ye endured a great
fight of aftiions partly,wilft ye oere made agaiging ftock,
botb by reproaches & afflickions, & partly whilftye fecame
companions of them that were fo ufed,& thenin che 34.verfe,
And took joyfully the fpoiling of your goeds, Why? knowing
in your felves that ye bave in ‘Heaven a better and enduring
fubftance: This made them take joyfully the fpoiling of their
goods. Whac? when their goods were {poil’d,did chey take
thatjoyfully ? whac were they mad mento rejoyceat the

‘plundring of cheireftates? No, it wasno madnefs, Icwas
caufe they knew inchemfelves chac they had in Heavena
better and an enduring fubftance, and that made them be
willing to wander abouc in fheeps skins, and geats skins, in
leacher clothes, asin che lacterend ofche 11. of Heb. reade
but from the 3é.verfe to theend : thisargued theic Converfa-
tions tobein Heaven. If youread incheftory ofthe Mar-
;{rs you fhall find very often when they cametethe ftake,
ll their rhoughts were 1n - Heaven, and their heartsthere,
and encouraging one another what they fhould -have in
Heaven, and of theglory thac they fhould have there, -that

" being willing co fuffer fuch hard things for Ch!ﬁ,s‘nad
. A . (4
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shatbewng able to undergoall with fo much joy, is an evi-
dence, that there have been Chiftians in che world chachave

had their Converfacions in Heaven. = ' .
A Fourch Evidence of Chriftians having cheir Convetfa-
tions in Heaven isthis, Lbat their bearts are (o fill’d with
Heavenly riches. Itis an Argument of aman that trades
much unto fuch a place, when he hath his Ware-houfe ftor’d
wich the Commodities of fuch a Country : As now, though
noman fhould rel me which way h:s trading lies, thatfuch
aman werea Spanith or Turkith Merchanc ; yet ifIcome
into his Ware-houfe, and. find chat Conftantly his Ware-
houfe s fil’d with thote Commodities, Tmay conclude, thac
cercainly chis man is a Spanifh or Turkifh Merchant: he hath
the Commodities of the Couantry continuallie in his ware-
houfe.  So, the Saints have much of the riches of Heaven
in their hearcs.continually, they have much grace, much
holyriefle, much of the Image of God, much {piritual life
'there 1s there in a Chriftian, and you may fee in his Con-
verfat ion he dochmanifeft (1{ay ) much ofthe Excellency
of Heaven, much of the Glory of Heaven fhines in hisface ;
furelie his Converfation is in Heaven who hath fo much of
-the riches of Heaven1n his hearc: The beart of the wicked ~
(faich che holy Ghoft) ss little worth . Look inro the heace
of a wicked man or woman what is there: thy hearcchac
fhould be thy ftore-houfe, what is it fill’d wirhal? i’ fill’d
wichdict, and drofle, and filth, and uncleannefs, che hearts
of wicked men are ftared with chofethings : butnow, look
into che heares of the Saints, they are fill’d with God, with
Chrift, with che holie Ghoft, with grace, that fhews that.
they have traded much in Heaven 5 ina conftant way you
fhal find their hearts fild with grace, and manifefting'much
" intheir hives, and chesefore; furely their Converfation is

an Heaven. - T -
.- Afifch Evidence s this, That they arewilling to purchafe the
priviledges of Heaven at fo dear a rate ; namely, The Urdi-
-manceshat.are part.of the Prinviledgér of the Kingdome of .
. ‘Heavep. Nawtbe. O:dm;nocstbac are the means whereby
<o . _ - - they
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they corre to eyenjoy (o much of He.ven, they are willing to
purchafe themat a uear rure, Oh how ever 1live, yet lecme
live where I may enjuy the Ordinancesof God the* wels -of
Salvarion, my life cancoc be comfortable in the enjoyment
of all things 1n this world 1 thould be deprived of che
breafts of confolation slurely they thatare willngro pur-
chate Heaveuly Commodicies atfo dear arate as the Saints’
will do, this doth evidentlie declare therr Converfations to-
be in Heaven.

Sixclie, Wheh they-are [0 fenfible of the foppages betwoeen
beawven and tbeir own fouls.I+ there fhould be a general ftop~
page of thips that are in ‘France,’l'url;{,or Spain,your coun=-
trie-men are not fenfible ac all ofic 3 - but ycur Merchants Ile:

- warrant you would be {enfible enough of it, and whent
* come togecher upan the Exchange, alcheir converfe -would-
be ofit,. Soic iswith thofe that have cheir.converfatjons in-
Heaven ;. and here’s a greac difference between thofe and-
thofe that are earchly-minded; cell chofe chatare earthly
of anie froppage in the intercourfe betweenchem and Hea~
ven, and. they know not what you .mean, chink you
are foolsand mad : bug the Saines chey are fenfible of ic, oh I
it asa fore and fad evil to them, Imean, when at any
- time God hides his face from them, whenatany time they
go into the prefence of Godand can hear nothing from him,
can receive no Leteers from Heaven (as I'may fo fay.) [fthe -
Poft doth not come: from fucha Country, the Marchants -
_arerroubledatit. So when theSaints fend uptheir prayers
to Heaven by which they trade chither and can hear no-
thing from God again 3 and when they cannot feel thofe:
influences from Heaven let-into their fouls as heretofore-
fometimes they bave dope, Oh! they bewailechisasa great
evil that is upon them above any. evil in the world, that -
inﬁuencés of He’aven&are ‘gf,d , and that God feems
- be a firanger wnta shem, Oh thefe thingschey complain -
.of ongto another, ard they maks their méa,ns,:vhm ggq
feel ghef of Heaven ; chig plainly detlares, théc:
they are Tigdens fox Heaven,.and thac sheic Converfations -
aeechere. . - v ‘Thev
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The laft Evidence of a Saints having his Conv{ation
in Heaven is,H s willingnefS to die, to depart this rorld: The
going out of this world with fo much comfort, joy, peace,
and criumph as many of the Saints have done ; as we mighe
give you the expreflions of many . ofthe Siants when chey
were ready todie, rejoycing ai the hope of Eternal life; ac
- thejr going out of theworld; furely had they not conver-
fed in Heaven whilechey lived here, their fouls would noc
have been fo willing co have departed out of theirbodies. A
man thac hath nothing to do in-another Country, ic may
be thall be there asa dead man, he goesbuc wich litcle joy
thicher : But now, a man chathathhad cradingto anocher
.Country, and he harh greac riches, and fo thriven there,
that-whatfoever he feemsto behere, yet there he isa greac
man : Oh ! how comfortably doth that man go to the -
Country ! how glad is e when he takes fhip and feesa faic
gale, and profperous wind to cairy himto that Cowntry |
And foic is with the Saints who have cheir Converfations
tn Heaven, becaufe they have fo much riches there, when
they come to die they die with joy, and bleffe God for chac
_day as the moft bleffed day thac chey have feen; -for chey
are going now to the Country that chey have been trading
- vo all cheir dayes, and where their riches lies. Thefe are R
the Evideneés and Demonftrations that the Saints have ¢hicic
Converfations in Heaven. . - ~ :

L}
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' CHAP. IX.

: Four ;Reaforu' why the Saints bave their Commﬁiﬁdm

in Heaven, IR . -

Lol e d . . . '._"_ Lo

- Utnow, If you dematid the rédfon; -why it isthdc the

* &) Samts 'havethew Converfations in Heaven?t = - -~
- Tothat Fanfwer breifly. - - -
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The firfp Reaon.

Becaufe their [ouls that are their better part,they are from:
Heaven. Y ou know,thac when God made Man,He breathed
#nco his Nofirils the breath of life.  The Soul of man, ic is as
it were, the breath of God : God did not fay of Mans Soul _

*asof other creacures, Let it bemade, let there be a Soul in

“Mansbody. No, bur when he had formed the body, be
breathed the foul incohim. - It was te note, that che foul of
man had a more Heavenly,and Divine original, than any of
the other creatures chac are here inthis world 3 and becaufe
the originak it is [o Divine, and Heavenly therefore it is, thar
when the foul 1s (as it were) its felf, is et at liberty,it would
beat its original:Indeed, rhough mans foul be of a Divine,and
Heavenly Nacure, yet through-the fal of man, foitis, thac
the {oul of man 1s even almoft tusned to be flefh, andfo -
mingled wich unclean droffie chings as if it had- ne fuch
Divine and Heavenly original ? and therefore a nacural man

is called flefb, That that 1s born of the flefb, is flefb; asifhe -
had no foulatal : for 1fay, theioul ot man chrough hisfal, ~

the Nature of it feemed:tobe changed, it isat leaft depref(-
fed down.to fuch vile thing, as if it never had fucha Divine
and Heavenly original. Bucnow, when God works Grace -
inthe foul, the foul of man begins to return to itsfelf, and
toknow its felf, andbegins torecurn toitsown Nature chat
it had in.its ficfk creacion : and as foon as ever the foul beging
to know its felf, it looks then prefently acal thefe things
thac are here below as vile things in comparifon, ascontemp~
table; forindeed, al chefe things i this worldareinfinicly
beneach che foul of a-man: (Infinitly] that-is, in com-

Farifon', we may even cal it an infinite diftance bectween manss - |

oul and al thefe things that are here below in che world ; che-
fonl of man is neer unto. God himfelf, and - therefore
whenas the foul returns uato its felf, it would be fome
where elfe than where it is, and would converfe with thofe

“things thag are furable to. its. otiginal. As it is with:

aman

S T e o e e —— ]



~ and Welking with Ged. 219-'.

~ aman that hath a noble birch, {uppofe a Prince isgot in=
to another Country, and there beinga Child,is ufed likea-
flave, fettorake Channels, and fuch mean mmployment;.
-Bow al the while chat he is there andnot know his original, he
minds nothing buc to gec hisvi€tuals, and do his work that
he isiecabour 3 bur if once he come to know from whence-
he was, namely, boin the Heir unto fuch a great Prince, ot

- Emperour that lives in fo muchglory infucha Countiy s
then he thac liv’d like a flave, his thoughts, and mind, and
Jongings are, to be in the Country where his birth wasfo-
high, Oh:that he might be but there, he fhould be happy
then 3 and it doth him' good ro hear any Man {peak of that
Country. Truly, fo it is wich the {ouls of men;-they are-
thebicch (as 1 may fo fpeak) of thehigh God, of thegreat
King of Heaven and Earth, being breathed fo into the no-
ftrilsofman. Now through mans fal che foul comesto be
a flave-to-the Devil, and 1s fet about dru«iﬁery to provide
for the flefl : but mow, when God:is pleafed to convert cthe
foul, -the Lord: comes then' t6 declare toa man or Weman,,
Ohman, Woman! thou art born from on high, thy foul:
_is (asic were) a fparkle of the Divinity (as Imay{ofay)chy
Father by creation, nay, not only by creation ashe s the:
Creator of al Creatures, is God, but by a more fpecial
work of his, by a more fpecial work (I fay ) thaninche - .
firft creation of other things ; thy foul is from God, and of
a Divine Nacure, and is thesefore capable of Communton -
with Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft; Certainly, thou never:
hadft fuch a Divine and Excellent beﬁ given thee meecly
that thou fhouldeft dejight in the flefh, and be fervicable -
tothy body, in eating, and drinking here a whiles: Ohl.
confider of thy Gountry whence thou cameft ac firft'; here’s.
ene work of Grace, to know the Excellency of our fouls, and-
from whence they. came: furely, if Gracedothis, i muft:
needs curn che heart of one that is converted to God, tohave
his Converfation to ba in Heaven, That’s the- ficfk:

©
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The Second Reafon.

But not only fo, becaufe che foul had a heavenly ori-
ginal, and therefore will not be content wich a portion here
in this world, Bucfecondly, When grace comes there, the
forl batb a Divine Nature putinto 18 beyond the excellency
that it bad in its firft Creation 1f{ay, chete isa Divine Na=
ture higher than is meer natural excellencie ; in the 2. Peter
1. 3. According (faith be) as bis Divine Power bath given
- sento ws all things that pertain unto life and godlinefs, and
wbereby are given unto us exceeding great andpreciour pro-
wmifes, that by thefe you might be partakers of theDivin ‘Na-
ture. Gertainly theApoftle did not here mean,meerly what
Adam had in mnocency, 1never read that that’s cal’d the
- Dinin Nature ;-though i’s true, there is a renewing
of che Image of God in man whenhe is converted 3 I buc there
is fome what mose in che foulof manthan repairing of this 3
the holy Gho#t comming and dwellingin the fowl in a higher
way than it dwel in the {oul of Adaw at the firft ; indeed be=
fore ic wasa creaturebut fuch a crearuré as only had reference
to God, as God was the Creator, and man was the creature 3
but now it hath reference.to God as being ‘made one withy
the Second Perfon in Trinity, and fo one with che Facher ¢

-~ and cherefore of a higher Nature than man was in the ftate -
ot innocencie. And you know what is {aid of Adam in

Paradice, Hewas ofthe earth earthlie, hewas ofthe earth -
in comyparifon of the Secand Adam,(takie Adamin jnnccens
ey in compariion of the {eeond Adam, hé was buc'of che
" earth, earchly yandto his poftericy though Adum had fred

thould have been but of the earthearchlie; and cheirporu- -

on its like fhould have bin buc in a hapgpinesia wis world: we
mever read inScriprure of 3 Heavenly condition «4dam: bad
teen‘inxhoughdmiian frood 5 bucche: fecond ddumi is foons
Heavea Heabenly. Andthe poltertienof cheitecand ddam

_ thatis, chofe that areby ‘Regeneration made thechildcen *
af the everlafting Facher, thac are made the pofteritie of
T o Jelus

R R



-

and walking with God, 231

- Jefus Chrift by faith are from Heaven Heavenly ; therefore
their fouls are indued with a Divine Nature, wich fuch
high principles of grace as ic muft needs carry up cheic
foujs to Heaven : Ifalump of earth fhould be fo chinged
as to havea fpiric and a life put intoir, and to be made of
fuch an Airial nature as any of the birds are, this lump of

earch would fly in the air prefently. It is foin the work of

converfion, All menand women are earthly, and therefore

they fink down tothe earth, and the earth is vheir proper
center ; but when once they come to be converted, chere

isafpirit putinto them whereby they come to mount up a=

lofc : It 1s not more natural for the Earch to fall -down-

‘low, thanit isfor thefire and air to afcend up high, be-
caule every crearure doth mave towards the Center of ic,

heayie things fall . down becaufe below. is the proper place -

of them ; bight chings rife up, . becaufe theit proper place is
" tobea b:weé and fo, the Converfations of theSatngs muft-

peeds be in Heaven, becaufe there’s their Center, theres -

chae chat’s fukable to the Divine Natuce that i3 puc into

ﬁemrdﬁeafm; . B

Theix Couverfarions mufk needsbe in Heaven, Becaufe

thofe things that are themaf choice things snto them arein -

FHeaven. 1{hould have named a grear many. pacticulars here
tathew what arethe choice things that concerne the Saints, .

and how they areall in Hedven.

‘Their Father, Godisin Heaven: Our fasber which art’

3n Heauven. usChrifthe isin Heaven; Seekthetbings

.above mbere Fefur Chrif} is fiting at sheright band of the .
Fatber.. Jefus Chait that ischeic Head isiuggemn; Thair .

Huisband s in HBeaven.- Their Elder Brother is m heaven. -
Their King is in heaven. Their Treafure. i in heaven. -

- Their Inheritance in heaven. Their Hope is in heaven.
Their Mantion-houfe in heaveu. . Their chief Frinds are’in

héaven. Their Subftanceisin heaven, Their Reward is in -
. ' ‘ ' . t hﬁav@no .
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- they muft n

heaven. Their wages are in heaven. " All thefe thingsbe- |
‘ing in heaven, no marvill though their Converfations are

in heaven. And chey are going to Heaven; now being
thac chey ar:fing that way, travelling towards heaven,
s be there in cheir hearts, heaven is the place
thac chey fhal cometo.ere long, they fhal bethere, and che
*know chac here in this wozld chey are tobe buta while, buc
for ever tobe there, We fhallbe caught up into the clouds

. and be for ever withbim : Yea, therr Converfations muft’
- needs be in Heaven, for chey havemuch of heavenalready,

there’s much of heaven in che Saincs, - the Kingdom of Hea-
ven it is within them, the Scripcure faich : They having
fomuch of Heaven forthe prefent, it muft needs be thac
their Gonverfations are thete, and fothat Seripture in the
10. Heb. 34. Knoming in your febves that ye bave in Hea-

rven @ better and enduring fubftance. Y ou may read ic chus,-

Kuowing you have Heaven : abetter enduring fubftancein
your felves ; fo that the words [knowing in your felves] hath
not only reference to what they know by hear-fay, though

- this beatrae note, thac they may know heaven by hear-fay 3

~ Wordof God, but they know it in themfelves, they know

they hear Minifters fpeak of Heaven, and read it in the

it by what God harh revealed in their own hearts,yea,though

there were mo books that ever they fhould fee more, though
they be not book-learn’d,and t they cannot read a let-
ter in the book, thoughthey fhould hear no more Sermons,
yet by what isrevealed in themfelves, They know themfelves
that they bave a more better and enduring fub[iance : Thae’s
a truth. But the words may be more properly in the original,

. read thus : Knowing that yor bave Heaven in your felves,

:a Better and Enduring fubftante - Ecernal life isbegunal-

teady in the hearts of che faints,there is Heavenalready inche

Saints 3 and therefore no marvel though their Converfations

- bein Heaven. -
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Tbe Fourth Reafon.

God hath fo ordered things in chis world on purpofe,

that be inight wean the bearts of the (gints from theworld,
The Lord loves tohave the hearts of his Saincs to be in Hea-
ven where he hath treatured up fuch glorious things for them
and becaute chat che Saints while they are here in che world,
and haye fomuch of che world in chem, they would feign be
Bving here in the world 5 therefore God doth fo
corder chings ehat they fhall meet wich litcle content in this
world, chat they nray be weary of it, and be wearied from
i : and indeed, hece’s the reafon why Gods people have mer
-with fuch croffesin che world, why the Lord hath kept his

- Sainss lo lowand mean in the world: It may be youareceady -

to draw ill conclulions trom thence, andto think, I ama-
fraid God doch not love mie that he keeps me folowand m
-and I meec with fuch croflesyand ochersdonot. Oh | cher
nox fuch ill conclufions aschefeare ; Itis, becaufe he would
-gather your hearts co Heaven,and wean you from the world,
-that you might long to be with him in Heaven, for youare
~ablesr from him here in this world,. and the lord would have
-thefull ftream of your affetions to run after thofe things
thacyou fhall have wichhim in Heaven, Thisufeyouare
.to- make of thofe affliGhions you meet wichal;and thofe crof-
fes char befall you in chis world, And thys we have gom
through the Dodtrinal point, of the Sainu}uvmgtheiré?:
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SHPEPIPP L AT RIS Y EEERESIE P
o CHAP. X. ’

: EE have treated long. upom that “point of
o An Heavenly Converfation, aud have opened
to you, what chat Heavenly Converfarion
. is, wherein it confifts in many particulars:
But now we fhal proceed tothe Applicatioh of all.  Though
as | have gonealong, I have endeavoured not enely to {peak ,
to your heads, but yous heasts, and to quicken what I have
. faid,. fo asmight guicken your hearts: yet from the confi-
deration of all, there-are divers Ules-that may be profitable

N Tefirft Vle.

Theficft isthis, Iftkie Sqints live fuch a Heavenly Con-
verfaeronas hath bin opened to you, Oh how far are they
‘frorfy being Saincs, fiom being godly, Who are fo far from
‘baving their Converfations au Heawen, as. bey bave theiy
_.Gonverfations in Hell. Therearea generation of men thac
‘protefsthemlevles cobe Ghriftians, aud fay, that chey. hope -
fpgoetolimﬂ 5. atd it ifiyoubehold theic Conmmion,
115 n0e qohey thau she sonverfquon of-hell: Ceruinly, tis.
et whar wen fay but hoy they live chac: willidaft them a-
‘nocher day : betbat i ot heaven,or; foo Haavlen; Il Con-
verfation % in Heaven: and he thaciofor:hell, « s ‘Conr-
verfacion is hellith :  now that’sa Converfationin hell chac
is like to what is done m hell, what is there in hell, buc
blafpheming and cucfing? What is there in hell, but ha-
.;&;ed ) e ? what is che‘? in hell bue, raging and fil-
. Thefe things are.the converfations of many men
who .are even devils incarnate.. In many families chere’s
,%NWMM?!M ’
malice, and wrath, and pride, {o thac though they be
* here in.chas world, yet chey manifeft to what place thg
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dobelong. So thac as the Saints have their Converfati=
oas in Heaven, whenthey diethey goto their own place,
thatis to heaven where their Converfations were: {o on.
the contrary, the wicked having their Converfacions in
‘hell, when they die they go totheir own place: asit was
Gaid of Fudas, “He-went to bis ovon place: 80 a wicked man
dying, having his Converfacion in hell while he livid, (I
fay ) whenhedies he goes tohis own place, that’shis own
proper place, be took content and delight in thofe chi
thac were done there, and fo when hedies, thither he fhall_
0. - Asheteeefalls o it kies. As chy Converfation is, and
the bent of My hearr is there, fo ic muft lie to all eter-
Ry, v .

e
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LCHAP. XI.

The Second Vfe.

«His Poinclikewife, rebulees Hypocrites, as wicked

ophaae ones that have their Converfacions in

. 1i.: fo there’s another kind of men thacare un<

: . found profeffors, Hypocrites, and they have their
{Converfationsbetween Heaven and Eacth : 1% not in Hea~
.ven nor i Hell, nor altogether wpon the Earth, but bee’
tween Earth, and Heaven, and Hell,. “Somerimes they
feem to bealoft, above ; fometimes very forward and zea='
Jous in the profeflion -of Religion,fometimes mueh inlac-
.end in Dusigs, as other times again they are asbafe earch~
Jy fpirits as any, yea, {fometimes, there’smuch ofHell in
-their hearts, and in cheir waies, they profefs themf(elves
‘the feed of Bwrabam, but chey are noc as che ftars of heaven,
buc as Mereors that are between Heaven and- Earth : we-

call them tlazing ftars; but thiey are not' fo brighrasthe
fears, nor ate.they of fucha heavenly nature as che ftars,

they ave buc made of afew m;l’ean vapours that come euot;
'_ 2 ‘ . 3

~
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of the earth, which being got up neer the heavens, do
make afhew asif they were fome ftar in heaven, but you

finda grear deal of difference berween the ftars and tzem'
inchis, for withina little while they fall, and vanifh, and-
come tonaching 3 and fo itis withmany hypocrites, they
by the Word: ace raifed up a liccle for the prefent;. and feem
tobe above the ftars, and they have a glitcering fhew as i-

they had fomthing heavenly in them, even like the flars
of heaven, they feem to be got above others: yourblazing
ftar, achild would thinck it a greac deal bigger ghan one E
the ftars that is an hudred cimes bigger than chat is; fo
%is with many hypocrites,, they have a greater fhéw of
Religion than many that have the truth of Godlinefs, -and
that are truly ﬂ::ious, they lock upon them as wonde-
ringac-cheexcellent parts thac they have, excellent abift-
ties, it may be, they will difcorfe fometimes in an excel-
Jent manner abouc heavenly things; you fhall find fome
that have no foundnefs ac all, yet will have very excellent.

difcourfe, they fpeak the very language of Canaan, buc iz

is in {uch company where they may gam refpect by ic, buc
ftill are but asmeteors that hang between heaven and ea’mhg

“wehereas the truthis, while they feem tobe fohigh above.

others, and, {o heayenly,. yet their hearts are:grovelin up-.
ap the earch: many times while they have maft excellenc
expreflions inprayer, yet God fees their heares bafely clea~
ving to fome earthly things, there is fome bafe earchly
contentment that-eheir hearts are upon, while they feem-

to be fo heavenly, much like to theKite chat flies on high.
m

asific were an Eagle, buttheeyeof it while it is above
the airis fixed upon fome carrion, upon fome prey chacic:

hath upon the earth, and as-{gon as ever it feesafie oppore. -

tunity to. feile upon the prey,’ it comes down to feife-upon:

it, and thac’s the place the Kite would beac, that’s the

Plage he dothmoft delight in, to beupon hisprey : And:
fo hp_:hypocrite,. though.he rifes high infome ap&r:yms, _yet
the cruch is, his eye i5-upon fome earthly prey, and when he
fes his opporcunity,  shither he.gos,arq finks d«m;‘;&m
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thole things, and thats his moft proper place, there he
takes moft delighcand contentin his Converfation, though
~ hisactions may feem tobe Heavenly, and therefore he will
faldownand never arttain. to the higheft: Heavens that che
Saints fhalgoto, buttohellacche laft. - )

CHAPO Xl Ia'<
The Third Ufe..

H E Third Ufe is- chis, The Saints Converfation 7
. in'Heaven. Hence then for fhame, let us noc find.
faulc with ftriCnefs in-che waies of God, let not
- _ man fpeak againft the waies of God, as being too
. firiét,; and what need webe fo Circumipedt, and fo precife,
and fo pure? what need we labor to do fo much? - whae!
"canft thou atrain to a more.ftric and holy Converfation .
- thana Heavenly Converfation? Itisa very carnal exprefli- -
on that fome have, Why 2 we canxot - be Saints 2 we are not .
Saints ; yes, the holy Ghoft cals all beleevers, allchac have
the very leaft degree of true grace, he call them Saints. .
When e come to Heaven, then we fhall live becter, buc
while we are in this world wecannot.. Yes,- while you are~
in this world your Convetfation is tobe in Heaven 5 furely
men either are. not acquainted with thee Word, o they
fhuccheir eyesand wilnot fez and confider what the Word ;
faith abowk a ftrit Converfation.: Sometimes you find in -
Scri’)mre, that we are commanded,to be perfett, as our Hea= -
wenly Fatler js perfet ; It’s a frange {peech, and yet it’sthe -
fpeech -of Chnft himfelf. -And we muft walk as Chrift -
walked, and he thachathchis - purifieth himfelf as he -
pure'; and .then our Converfation is in Heaven.  Puc-
chefe cogether, - Perfe®t as our Heavenly facher is perfect ;
- WalkasChrift walked ; Purgeour felves asheis Pure.
"Then our Gonverfation s in Heaven: whag doaldwfethn;%
o ¢ H
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cvend co? Surely it tends coa greac deal of ftri¢tnefsand holi-
nefsof life.  And thele rhings thew that the work of a Chri-
Sian here in chis world isa bufie work, that a Chriftian-life
itisnocanidle, dnl, heavy, or {lugeyhlife; youthacare
:Chriftians, you had need quicken up .your felves, you had
need awaken thofe droufie fpirits of yours, -if chis be re-
.quired of you, that you fhould be pertetas your Heaven-
(ll',“/nFather 1s pecfeét, Walk as Chrift walkéd, Purifie your
felves as he ispure,be Holy as he is holy, andto have your
‘Converfations. in:Heaven, furely, there need be a grear
deal of quicknefs and life in the hearts of Chriftians ; and

ou are not to content your felves ina meer-profeflion, and
.Eoing fome lictle matcer in che way of Religion, or being
{omewhat betcer- than others, you are toaim at heaven,
Jook up there, and make that ¢o be your pattesn.

) o

CHAP. X111
TheFomibV. . .
a "N that rebukgs even fuch s are truly.godly masy

o

’

el that yet do fail exceeding much intbis thing : Oh.l
their Comverfacionsare too low, asetoa earthly; If

they would examine their hearts ftrictly they can~

net fay, that their Converfations arein heaven,l am a:firen~

ger upon the earsb, faich Dauid. Butmanymay fay, chat .

. they are ftrangers in heaven. Whereas earch fhould be the
- place of our pilgrimage, and heaven our home; buc ic%

quice ocherwaies, heaven is rathec the place where moft

ofeflors are ftrangers, and earth. is the-place of theis-har

itation, they caftupa thought now and then to beaven,-

asnow and thenmen wil caft up their eyesand Jook upon-

lt:f"m’ buc \:here_’s ylm’u h;m ? wlz_m’&ih; £ wosle-
ings of pirits 31t a fpeech:of che. Lord, faich he

Tegnenss my Torone, & Eartbisesy Fost-flook:Spisicual
.. ‘ : 3
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things they are to be look’d upon as the good things, as the
Throne of God,and thofe earthly things only as che things
of Gods foot-ftol: but now, How many are there thac
have Earth their throne and heaven. their foot-ftool 2 thac
is, Heavenly things are made fubordinate coearthly things ;
Oh! this fhould not beinany of thofe that profefle them-
felves to be Chriftians, none of the Saines fhould fausfie
- themfelves in any life bur this, tobe able to fay, I bleffe
God, my Gonverfation is in Heaven, though God lec me
live upon the earch, yet my converfation is in Heaven. What -
an unworthy thing it is for one that doth profeffe to have
tits porcion,and hisinheritancein Heaven, yec to have the
biears fo mingled here with the earch; In Gen 45. 20. faith
Fofepb ini:endi'ng foc his faither, Regard not your ftuffe, for
the geod of alltbeland of Bgipt s yeurs. Regard not the
ftutf, do not let ic grieve you co forfake your {tuff, leave all
your Lismber behind you, for all the good chings of Egipeare
ours. Oh what a fhamful thing 1s it, that Chriltians
ould regard their ftutFfo much as chey do, chat hepe to
havethe things notof Egipt,but of Heaven its felfe to
be theirs! Surely if we have feen the chings of Heaven, one
would think thac all the things of the earth fhould be dar-
‘kened inous eyes : “2- Cor. 3. 10. Tbat which war glorious-
(Gaies thetexc ) bad noe glory incomparifon of the greaser
“glory. That Seripruce 1 confeffe,is (poken in com £aring of che
Lawandthg(iofg;li,‘ there was aglory in the delivering of
e Law butchac had noe gloryin comparifon of the greacer:
sglory ,that is, in conupaciton ofiche gofpel 5 for in the Gofpel
:me behold asin aglafle withiopen face theglory of God, and
\ave changed “itito: the. fame image, .as from glory o glory :
Bue we may apply iochus ; - As the things of the earth chat
“were gloriowsbeforein:youseyes; yer in comparifen of the :
- gesater glovy, ifhould noc adnlb-be glerious 5 though be--
“erg conpechion thetechings weoe glorious, and geant 1r, .diac
thesw is foue kind.of glory wupon the thmgs of chis world,
‘ehweithegtars gikied sndvarhil’x over; buc in comparifon of '
‘ the greater fiory. they-ae ‘noc glovius 2 all, . :ho@.t‘tny
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thst never law any thiug el.e as glorious bur che dhings of
the world, yet chouchic fatt (eea cne greacer glory thouldft
pot accou 1t thete chinigs ploriaas: O theretore Chiftis

ais, lift upyour heaesto Heaven, and lec your Coneifa-

tionsbe in Heaven: Though 304 hath o ordeted ir, chat
youmuft live hevea while and murt be concear, forndeed
to fom: Ghriftians chac have cheir Counverclaians in Hea-
ven, 1t’s a greac pace ot cheir felf deatal,and of their fub-

jectionto God, to be willing co Lve upon che ear.h, and to -

-ftay from Heaven cill Guds time come; This is a riddle and
-a myftery comaay, thacic thou'd bea part of our Salvacion,

.Obed crice, yea, of Self-demal, though they had Crowis -

. of Gloty, though they were Kings and Pringes here in chis
-world, to be willing to ftay here.  We might comeco atcain
~this, 1fouc converlations were in Heaven and our heaccs
.there. Aswereade of ‘Daniel, chough Godfo ordered ir,
thac he could not liveac Jersialem wheie the Temple was,

yet he wculd open his window towards Jerufalem, Le -
woulkd ever be looking that way. And fo, though God -

hath {o ordered it, thac we cannot come yet to live in this
- Heavenly Jerufalem bodily, and in thac full way as here-
- after we expect to do, yet wefhould open our window,
our eyes, and the doors of our hearts thould open to-
wards Heaven. 1 remember I have read of Edwardthe ficft
King of England, ‘that had a mighty mind togoto Jerufa=-
lem, buc becaute he could not go, for death prevented him,
he gave chargeto his Son to carry his heart thither. Aod
fo i fhould be with us, we fhould endevour to have our
. hearts there, and to have as much of Heaven as we can
-though - we cannot be there. our felves in nature: Ew
- creagure hath puc intoic by the God of nature an inﬁi;z
to-move to its proper places as now, becaufe the pro-
;er place of fire is above, there is an inftin¢t of nature
- . anfireco afcend toics proper place. < And che place
of carth-is below, and thereforeic will fall down ¢o the
Center! aheavy ching thac hath much earch in it, though
ic breaks its felf co peices yec it will fall down cowads its

1
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Center : -and {o it will be with a Chriftiag, though he

- break himfelf to pieces, whatfoever he fuffers, yec he hath
 an inftinét to carry him tolys proper place’; fire becaufe its
proper place is above, ifitbe kept down by -violence, what
amighty power thereis infiretomake way for ics felf chac
it may get up, that’s the very reafon of the mjghty force
«hac chere is in Guns, becaufe chere is fire in the pouder
that iskept in, when che 'pouder s once fir’'d becaufe the -
fire would gecup above, therefore ic breaks with violence;
and if it cannot have vent to gec out, it breaks any thing in
the world, for it muft out, that it may gec up to it’s own
place 3 and foit fhould be wicha Chriftian, chere thould be:
a ftrong imperioufnefs to gec up to his own place; chac’
Gloui.;%:e an evidence indeed that Heaven is thy proper
place: Oh Chriftianslifc up your hearts, and lec your Cog--
verfations be in Heaven, : S !

- . - GHAP.  XIV. oo
" An ‘Heavenly Converfation is a convincing Converfasions »
I Shall not need to come again and-tel you, whac Heaven~-
1y Converfation s, it hath been opened ac large to yous
but for the fetring an edgupon this Exhortation. -
- Rirft, Know, Tb&ta‘Hedml& Gonverfation will be
 -sbery convincing Converfadion ; then you will convince mea
" you ‘have fomwhat moré than they have,” when they fee
you live Heavenly s for che men of the world they know ¢
ings of the world are the: things that!cheir hedrw are’
pon,_and thac which chey: mind; buc now, whed they -
ze thofe thac profefle Religion mingle cHemfelves wich:
the earth as they do, then they will think chac diey are adt--
&d by the farde prirciplés chit tdmfelves ates bue now,
Heavenly converfations will convince them, when chey
Bﬂqﬂ therh walking above in the whol - tourfe /of’«'t =13
1iVes, when chey. fee an evennefs and pr:_goc:ion in' thei
dotiife ; take themac all times, and in all bufineflés, they-
ety themfelves as men ;E anocther world: -ﬁtam
. 2 ) ,
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~ that isa ftranger toa place, may for a whileact it fo, as he-
may feem to be one that 1s a Native in the place, but one-
that, is born in the place, will go nigh to-find him out in.
- ene thing or other : and fo ’tis very hard for men to carry
themfelves fo, if they have not true Grace, though they ap-
fomtimes to be very Heavenly , yet qne thart is a true-
Citizenof Heaven will difcern then at one time or other if
they have not grace 5 yea, the truth is, carnal men will dif-
cover themfelves that chey are born of the Earth, and are of
their Country, his fpeech betraies him,he isa Gileadite : But
when Chriftians fhal in cheir conftant way have their Con-
verfations in Heaven, then their Converfationsare very cons-
vincing; There ate the Raies of Heaven about them, they
havé the luftre of heaven fhining wherefoever they go, andi
in all company, furely fuch a man feems to. be in heaven
eontinually : Soit will force it from the very coniciences.
- of men tofay, Certainly thefe are the Citizens of heaven ;.
if there be any Denizens of the new Jerulalem while chey
_live upon the Barth thefethey are. 1 remember its faid of
that Martyr Dr. Zaylor, Fhat he did rejoyce that he ever
came intorhe Prifon to be m company wich that Angel of
God, Mt. Bradford.; Mr, Bradford’s Converfation, it was
Angel-like, like an Angel of heaven, and did convince al=:
moftevery where, where he wenc : Oh! ’tis, of grear ufe’
that Chriftians fhould live convir.cing C onverfations. . Yqu,
know what Dives faid to Abrabam, That he would have.
one fent towarn his Brethren, thac they might not come to
thac place : faith.Abrabam , They bave Mofes and tbe.
Propbets: Oh bue faich Dives, If one rgfo%om- the dead,,
they would bear bim. 1may fay thus, If fhould fend ”
ane from heaven to liveamong men, and to preach to them,.
fucely they would regard him. Would it not.be a great.
benefit to the world. if God fhoyld fend fonie one Saing;
from heayen, or Angel to converfe in a bodily way amoag:
us? Truly, Chriftians fhould live fo, as if they cam¢ from:
heaven every day, as if they had been in heaven and éon=;
verfingwith God.  When they goto perform Duty ina mor=,

o
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-ping, and get alone berween God and their fouls, they fhould
-never leave ftriving rill chey get their hearts fo in Heaven,
-and get themfelves upon the Mount, fo as when they come
.down to their family cheir very faces may fhine, fo chac

you may fee by their Converfations, thatcertamly they
have been with God upon the Mount this day.

Now I appeal to you in this, Do you live {6, as that yeur
family; and your neighbors may fee that you have bin this
-morning in heaven? Every morning we fhould have fome

.converfe wich Heaven, whichif we had, our Gonverfations

avould beconvincingall the day long, and very proficable

_itwould be co the world; Chriftians chac live Heavenly

1

Converfations they are ( L fay) of very greac ufe inche pla=

.ces where they live, As I remember it’s faid concerning

Chrift, When he afcended up go Heaven, he gave gifts to
men. And if we could oftener alcend up to Heaven, we
fhould be mote able to be beneficial co che world.

CHAP. XV.
An Heavenly Converfation s growing.

243

A ! N Haevenly Converfacionis g growing Conver-

JA fation. Oh! they %row mightily, they do thrive in
» grace exceeding muc

inavery litcle time, chey grow
.to actain to a very great meafureof- Communion

-with God the Father, and with Jefus Chrift, and every day

row moxe and more {piricual, having {o.much of heas
vep wichin them: It’s true, when they come into Heaven,

they fhall be perfect : But now, the ferching from Heaven
_is that chat makes them grow, it muft beche influence fr

Heaven thatmuft caufe the growch of Saines;; As' now,

‘fuppof®, thac .ghe grqund upon which flowers and hertis

grow,be never {o fertile in its felf, and che hecbs or plants

be never fo well tooted in cgg:earch, yet.if chere be not an

as influence
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inﬂﬁence of heaven upon them they will noc grow much,. .

nay eor at all, bue quickly wither: So it iswich Chrifti=
* ans, lec them have never fo much means of growing below,
never fo many Ordinances, yec if they have not rich dews:
from above they willnoe grow, or if there be any growth,.
yec eicher they will bear no fruir, orelle it willbe very fhri-
fledand fowre fruit. Y ou know; that {ruic that hach the
moft of the beams of che Sun that comes from heaven upon
it,. that fruicgrows rig)er and {weerer thanother fruic 5 fruic
. that grows in the fhade, thac haththe influence of Heaven
kepe off from it,. it is fowre fruit. - And the reafon that the

Samts bave fo-litcle fruir, and thae it 1s fo fowre, it isbe- .

caule thac they have not more influences from heaven, they
do not ftand in the-open Sun, their fouls.are not prefented
dayly before God, and haye the warme beams of the Sun
of Righteoufuefle fhining from Heaven updn them; buc
there is fomthing between Heavenand their fouls: but a
Converfation in Heaven, as it would be a Convincing Con=
werfation, foit would bea Growing Converfationy. -

—— x e

. CHAP. XVIL
. Hegvenly € mierfdtionabringr much fory to God.

A Nd'then,'ltwouid-"be a Conwerfation glorifying God.
A Mmuch. Oh ! the Glory that God woufd havtﬁo?n a

- Converfation in Heaven | Let your .li%l:st {o fhine before men, -

shat others beholding yourgood werks, may glorifie your

Facher which is.in Heaven, Then indeed the Image of the

-aof :Heaven is held forth when mens Converfations.

aee heavenly, che Lord takes much delight to have his glo~

tabedifpenfed abroad by his Saints, co have fome re-
-gn&i an upon the world : Asin a glafle,

. thoixgh’
the Sun do tioe thine npon a wall, « yet ;ﬁ“ ou may
sake the bearms of the Sun and Guff u:y 'ionyof-;m

'~

bams ‘of :

pA—
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apon a wals fo thofe beams of che gloty of God thac
fhine in Heaven, the Saints by their Heavenly Converfati~
onmay (asic wereby a glafle) take them-and reflett chem

" upon the world, and upon the faces of men: the. hearts of

the Saints (hould be as a gla(lt raking the beams of the glo-

. ry of God and cafting them up and dewn where they are,
‘ a?:d {foyour Heavenly Facher thould come to be gloriﬁeti’

byyou. Letevery Chiiftian thinkthus, My Converfati-
on is thusand thus 3 but whatglory do I bring to God by
sy Converfation? do-others glorifie God. by beholding
the luftre of the holmefsof Godinme? do they fee caule

" tobleffe God that they fee fomuch of the glory of God in

me? Certainly, there is mote ot the glory of God flvines in
the gracious; holy, {piritual Converfation of a Chriftiat,
elian fhines in the Sun, Moon, and ftars, than in-Heaven,
and Earch: I mean, forcthe works of Creation.and Provi-
dence that are in heaven and Earch; the Creatures chat

God hath made, as the Sun, Moen, and Stars 5.and here

iuehis world, che Seas, the Earth, the: plancs, and . dwe. like,
though they have much of the gloty of God, yec a Heaven«
1y Gonverfation declares more of theglory of God than all
thele. You know what the pfalmeft faich, The Hesvens de=
clarethe glory of God, and the Fermament fhew his bandy.

" swork, I may be {pokenmore fully of Heaveslly Gonverfaci

-oms, the Heavenly Converfacions of the’ Saines, devlare the

: %lory of God 5 ‘and thofe thar flire in the Firmament of the.

hucchare ftars, . (foy theGhurch is the Firmamenc, and

~ che Saintsbe there as ftars) and chey declare the Handywork..
. .of God.. NWow though:its tfie, Aw in. Heaven chece’ one

ftar differs fromaneher frar .in. plory 2 ‘and {0 in Chrifti>

‘a6 every -one connot attain ko fo!much glory asamother, .
yet evengme isa ftar, themeane@®Chriftian thac iwes, che-
weakeft B

leever that is, yet.fhould be asa ftar inthetivaie-
-ment, though e tanhotfhine fo glorioufly as che Sua,  dr

man b worhian ‘in the Chialch, but Shibeild> fintoasa
thedistnament, butﬂwuﬁ e as ‘v AGofpel s, @Win

‘e ovher rs, yecchiere thould boncvet 2 belesever; vever a-

< - 4

. amie
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“"a mirror wherein we mighe behold the glory of God, in
whom we may behold the glory of God even (as it wexe)
with open face: An Heavenly Converfation is a Converfa-
ongloryfying God.

— &,

, CHAP. XVII
An beavenly Converfation bingeth much glory in the Sainte,

A ~Nmmenly Cc;nvcrfation,'itl’sa C_lq:verf;tion thac
will being much toyourfelves : T s

‘thac the Saints Ihouldga‘:g at the glory of moﬁ:t;:z
there will come glory to themfelves whether chey will or no.if
-their Converfations be in Hiaven :- it’s impoffible buc thac in

the confcience of men they fhould be honored walking in a
‘Heavenly Counverfation: Ther’s an excellenc Scripture,
-thac fhews; that in our glorifying of Ged, we glorifie our

- felvesalfo: 2 Theff1. 11, 12. the‘;\ﬁﬁle he praies for chem,

.. Whereforealfo (faith he)we pray alwaies for you, that our
Godwould count you worthy of this Calling, and fulfill alf

the good pleafure of bis goodnef,and the work of faith with
power. Towhac end? Tbat the Name of our Lord Fefus
€Cbrift may be glorified in you, and ye in bim, according teo

-the grace of our God, and the Lord Fefus Chrift. He praies

for the Theflalonians, Thas they might wall fo, that they
~migbthave fo much of thegrace of God in them, that the

. “Name of owr-Lord Jefus Cbrift might be glorified in them,O!

* -.clsisthattharal che Saints fhould defice, and endeavor after,

-, Ehac che Name of out Lord Jefus Chrift fhould beglorified
-inchem gnd ye inbim, farthhe: Labor you,thac Chrift -
-may beglorified in your lives,and you fhall be glorified in.

-him, Wefhould defire that Chrift may have glory in G ;

:ﬁty,' and chen we thal have glory in Ghriftsglory': thisies * -

reet and bleffed lite, when as the Saints have fuch hearts; i~

_.t,dny,mf,ay,' Laxd, -let me-have no glory, -but thae chou
co . _.mayeft
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mayeft have Glory in.  Then faith God,ls it fo ? Doeft thou:
def?;:e no further glory in this world,. bur that I may have
loryin ? then I wil have no glory in this world, but
. whatthou fhalc have glory in: Chrift wil make us par-
- takers of his glory, as well as we fhal make him(‘gartaker
of our glory. Oh |- An Heavenly Converfation that glo~

rifies God, wil glorifie the Saintscoo.. : . .

PR

ar—

/ CHAP. XVIIL

" AnHeavenly Coh&er[atjo‘n‘fmil make Sufring eafie.
Eavenly Converfacion, ic will make all fuf&ring:"'

_tobe very eafie, it will be nothingro fuffer any

A thing you meet withal“in" this world, if your

reproaches; and wrongs, they will be nothing; #youget but
2 g-kavenly Gonverfation, you will contemn all chefe chings
that: the \men- of the world think to be fuch great marters =’
Men thathave:converfed in Heaven,. never will be much 6f~'
fended for any fufferings "2 Cor. 4.17.-For our light af-

Ritkionsvibyichis but for aioment,porketh fof us afar more
diceeding and eternal weight of glgry‘ : Whilewe looknétasr

the things which arefeen; but at things ‘vebich arenot feen 3. -

Sfor the dhings whicb are feen, are temporaly bat the thinps
wbick are not feery are eternal; Al but light affti&ions; .
Why ?>for our Eye is above allmef_egrl[:m?&v AN iCsanios -

flage thit in the Gofpel; if you'examine the placé‘ﬁ?
Chrifts tramsfigaration upon the Mouirt,” there Chrift fhét="
edhislory untofome Diféiples;. that-be-catried wich him's.
aud.ilﬁsiuhu:which;lwéu. 'note from'ie, do bur obfervein
rﬂ!m?fm-w&eﬂw Difciplesthat Chrift carried f:mh
him ¢o fee bis:

, thiey' were, Peter Famesy and Fobin's

now afterwards,if you compare thac ftory with the fiory of
Cluritt-being in his Agony,wek was prefencly afcer ; where his

Gonverfations be m Heaven : All revilings, and -
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foul was heavie unco death, when he was becraied, and
.tp be crucified the next day, and fell groveling upon the
-earth, and {weac clodders of blood through che anguifh that
was upon his {picit,and cried out,Oh Lord ! Ir it be poffible les
this cup pafi fromme. Here’sagreac deal of difference be-
tween Chrift in his Agony, and upon the mount in his tranf-
: ation 3 and obfecve, chat Chrift would have none of his
Difciples fee him in his Agony, but Peter, Fames and Fobn,
. only thofe three that faw him in his tranf{figuration upon
.the mount in his glory.
" The note from hence is, That thofe that can converfe much
* with Cbrift inglery, can converfe with Cbrift in ‘Heaven,
can fae Heaven, tbey may be permisted to fee Ebrift inbis A-
ny, & it wil do them no burs. But now, for the other difci-
les chat did not fee Chrift in his glory,if they had feen€hrift
) hisAgony, it might have offended them, Ts this ousJverd
and Mafter that is in fuch a fearful Agony ac this time ? Oh i
. would have offended chem; by .now, the othep thar faw
higa glarified, it offended them pot; Well; though' he ba
inanagony now, yer we know him o be a glorious Savie
or, and we wil beleeveand grnf} in him fiill,. | So,. if we
canconverfe with God in Glory upon the mount, what;
ever Agony we fee Chuift in afterwitds we, fhall be able to
beai it when Stephei had the fones racling abou his sags,;
yet when he faw the heavens apened it was nothing te him,
then, he fell afleep, herejoycedin the expectation of Hea-

ven.  And ifyou reade’ in thg Book of Martyrs, eveg whea: -

they. came co.their fyfferings youmay feg how they did,re-.
jOyeE, whengheydid think of Heaven, apd remerabes eten

Tlife.  Saith onewoman o her, child chat-was gning ce-
be burnt, when as_the apeopk thought fhe wopld ‘have,
rung hex hands,, and.made, greac lamentacions to have feew
her_ child, ffepping anto she . flames, the (id machingi baee
thlsp.-.hemsbmffm, Aoy i - Oh |- convenling, winki
Hﬁvmm@kw ?ﬁ% uhawarld nogtipgil .t ;-
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" CHAP. XIX
- Heavenly Gonverfation brings much jop,

Hen, Oh the {weemefs and comforc that there will
- . B bewhile the foulis converting in Heaven! Ohclie joy
& the peace th=t wil come to che Soul in the certain evidence
that chefoul 1s partaker i the Death, Refure@ion, and In-
cerceflon ot Jetus Chuft § (1 fay) chofe whole Gonveriatis
_ons arein Heaven, by this they cometo havecertain evi-
dence co their fouls, that they have their portion in the death,
inthe Refurrection, in the Afcention, in the Interceflion
of Jelus Chnft, and this will afford comfort enough. That
Scupture inche 3. Colof. 1.1f ye then be rifen w1 ‘g'grzfe,
Jeekabofe things that are above vobere Chrift fitteth on the
rigbi band of God ; fet your affection on things above, net
ontbings on ihe eavth : for yeare dead and yowr life # bid
with Ghrift inGod. When Cbrifiwobe # owr life foal} ap-
pears tben fball ye alfo appear with bim in glory. Here’s,
an qvidence shac you areicn wach Chrift,- chas you ate dead
to the world, and have wncereft i his Alcention, nd are par-
takers of his Refurre@ion,and have pare in his Incerceftion.
&?fgzbgt l;a}e di]cu' Cb:mﬁ;n(; }n haﬁetgnowﬂmy .
xpow cercainly. thae they ae cilenfrom deathto Iife,
s bp:gpbqﬁaé:ﬂ;d M;wm&ﬂiavws ke \fff .
forther, yea, thacthey ate in Fleaven whert { l{pﬁs
ath fet s in Heavenly .plac_e-c'ogabl:t with, Gbrift Fefues ;
orhe 13 therg'as'a gonimon head : Thatthey areafcended
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CHABR.XX. - .
“An Heavenly converfation i veryJafe,

Athhen " A Converfiition in Heaven, i a wery [afe
Conwerfution, youwill befree from nares and temp- -
tations.  As an Earchly Converfation fubjets unto tempea--
tions ; foa Heavenly Converfation wil free us from tempta~
cions. Whe is the bird in danger of the lime-twig or Net bue
when fhe comes to pick below upon theground ? buc if fhe
could but keep her felf above alwaies, the were free then
fromche Shareand Net : It’s Cbry)bﬁom.r fimlicude, Keep

#bode, and thien'ye bt ﬁeeﬁ'om e fnareof tbefowkr lt‘s
ahf’eC'mVetfanon. '. o »
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Heaven, and know, that this is not a mattet onl)?‘éﬁi
CBDFL ng eminent Chriftians, buc all Chriftians ; and fee
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Epiftle 2. 11. As you know bow we exborted and comfor=
ted and charged every one of you,( asa Fatber dotbbis chil-
" dren) that you would walkwortby of G_od who batb called
youunto bis Kingdom and Glory. Thatis, That youwould -
walk in a Gonverfation anfwerable tothe glorious Ki
of God chat you are called to, according fo your high calli
* we fhould walk worthy of it : Weare charged fotodo: m
asit’s faid concerning Chrift in the Gofpel by Saint Fobn, he
fpake concerning himfelf, But the Son of manwhich # in
" Heaven. Soitfhould befaid of évery child of God, fuch a’
one chat is in Heaven, not only fuch a one thac fhal go te .

Bieaven, buc thac is in Heaven foc che prefene,

A

CHAR XXII

.. SevenRules, or Dirsthions, bow 1o get Heavenly Con-
| wefadenn T oL '
- Bti: you wil fay, How froxid we do'to get this onr Com-
: verfation to be in ‘Heawven 2 it’s dn excellent Converfa~
tienindeed, Obthat wensightatsain untois!.

L TheFirfRule. ... -

‘Firft, Take chis Rule, Be perfivaded that it #s attain-
able. LecChriftians conclude thus with chemfelves, it .
pofTible for me to livea life of Heaven while I am upon the
earsh: There is'a Heaven'tobe got, it wil mightily ftir pp

© thelpmioofa Chaftiap,if he dobeleeye this. Imay livein
.. Heaven here, with God, and Chrift, ard hi¢ Angels, and’
* Saincs ; there are fome that have attain’d to this 3 and
_howshave they attain’d to it ? noc by their own ftrength,
they wese men (ubject tathe fame infirmicigs that you are,
even- Pand humiels thae. bad Iyy Converfaripn in Heaven,
was (ubjecttomany . infigauties.  Bug,chroygh the firengehl
. Bb2 I R §

o a0
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of Chrift he can doall things, he was nothingin himfelf;
reade buc the 7. of the Romonys, Paxl faich chere of himfelf,
thac be was even fold under fin, and when he would do good
2 evil was prefenc with him = and he was led capuive, and he
found a Law in his members rebelling againft che law of his
mind, and he had many corruptions and was feign to havea
rick in the flefh, a meffenger of Satan to humble him: and
e fpake of this Heavenly Converfation, not only that he
had it himfelf, ‘but writing to the Philippianschey atin’d:
to'ic ; they were a Church that were very fpiritual, but were
buc poor and mean in refpet of fome others, and chey had
not thofe eminenc pifes that the Corintbans had, and yez
the Pbilipians hag their Converfations in Heaven : there-
foreic isathingthat is actainables— - - - - L

Secandly, If you would get your Converfations in Hea-
ven, Labor to keep a cleer canfcience, keep a.Heaven: in yoser:
confcience. Thole men that do fully and defile their conicien-
ces, they lofe cheir intercourfe with-Heaven, and indeed,che

. prefence of the God of heaven istedious to chem,they be loth
to go into his prefence when once they have defiled conlcien~
ces, If there be a Hell in a mans confcience,tbere willnot be a
Seaven in bis Converfation, but let menand women laboc.

~ tokeep confcience clean,and a Heavea there, and then there

willbea Heaven in theic Convecfations.

' ,. Tbe Third Rule. o .
Watch opportunities for Heavenly exercifes, though: yose:
bave much bz;fmﬁ in the worldwwatch time. Y cu that are-
fervants,you thould not indeed-neglect your Mafters bufinefs:
for youmay ferve God inthe work of your Mafters, but yee
muft watch opportunities ; get alone, and it you can--

not have any long time let ic be {o much the frequenter,

- watch all opportunities for Heavenly exercifes, for medita=
~ tion,_foc “prayer, foc teading, for conver{ing wich G(()‘lia !

~
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Oh ! we might get many. opportunities to gec ouf fouls in
‘Heaven if we would but wacch 5 andchofe thac are diligenc
towatch opportunities for Heavenly exercifes,and prize
opportunities for them, they are the men and women that
_wilcometoattain toa Heavenly Converfarion, thatdo not

" makeic asa light matter whether they have converfe with
God orno in holy duties : Chriftians that would have their
Conver{ations in Heaven, -they muft Jook upon their oppor-
tunities for Heavenly exerciles, they. eye them, as that
“wherein much of the joy and comforr of their lives confifts.

s 'l'be Fourthb Rule.

. Forget not this in the next place, (I fpeak now to Chri~
fians that would feign have their Converfacions in Heaven)
I{ay to you, Take beed and and be careful that yos reft not
in firmaﬂity, waich to get opportunities, but be not formal
in duties in them. Oh | chis will mightily darken your Con-
verfarions,it wil make them very earthly, there wil be no-
beauty at all i them if you come to reft in formallicy in
holy performances : There’s many Chriftians that we hope
may have fome good at the bottom, yergrowing to a form
in Religion they never honor. their profeflion, chey have
lile comfort to their own fouls, they go on in a dead.
hearted condicion, they know not what it 1s to have com-
munion with God, Ohbeware of that § that we are all
nature fubjec too 5 thofe chat have enlightenings of:confs.
cience, they darenoc but take opporcunities for Heavenly.
duties 3 - but chen comes in the tempration of the Devil, angd .
the corruption of our own hearts 3 when 1 have done my
task, then itsover, I have prayed, 1but have youbeenin .
Heaven that while? what converte with God have you:had .
there? Oh take heed of formalicy 1 it will exceedingly
hinder your Converfation, Eut now, a Chriftian tho
of never fuch weak parts, cam buc-chatcer to God, and
' .fg:hk a few broken words. and half fencences, .yec if he:
not reft in formallicy be may have much oomed‘oavith: )
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, God, whereas others that have excellent parts, yet refting in
 the work done, pever knows what the meaning is of havinga

Coaverfation in Heaven.

x Cor. 9. 27.
Vmma o ua
™ edua.
Caftigo corpus
meum. vulg.
Comundo cor-
us meum,
evidum red-
do corpus.
© Auguit.

B{ metopho-

rafumpta a pu-
gilibus & fu-
&antibus, qui
ugnis & ver-
gcribns fe mu-
tuo obtundunt.
Chews. Fanf.
stret. Parens.

The Fifth Rule. '
Labor to beat down your Bodier, That is,
take heed of making provifjon for the flefh,

beware of fenfual lufts; how came Paul o’

to have his Converfation in Heaven? faith he

1 beat dorwn my body; The word is, ‘Blacl(_and’ '

blue ; club’d ic down ; as if he thould fay, This
body of mine would draw my heart afide from
fpiricual things, and make me earchifhand
fenfual, I wil keepdownmy body, Iwil noc
give cha fatisfaction to the fleth, and body fo

as to ftrengthen any temptation that fhould

draw my heart off from Spiritual, and Hea-
venly chings : - no, buc Ibeat down my body
faithhe. There’s no Chriftian that is Hea-

venly but he muft be very careful and warchful

over his {fences while he lives here, to beac
down his body, and fo he may come to have

Pifcat.
: his Converfacion in Heaven,

TbeSixth ‘Iiule. T

-

Labor to be skilful in she myflery of godlinéf,to draw

* Jerength from Fefius Chrift in every thing you do.For my Bre-
~ thren, Chrifthe is Facob’s Ladder. When Facob lay a- -
fleep he faw a ladder on which the Angels did defcend and af=

“ cend up to Heaven.Now this Facob’s | adder is no other bug
Jetus Cheift co Chriftians, and chat muft be fer up to Hea-
ven; if you ‘would go to Héaven, and converfe' with
Heaven, it muft be by Jefus Chrift, youmuft be inftruéted,
in the miftery of the Golfpel in converfing with God
through a Mediator ; thereis fuch an infinice diftance be<
tween God and us, thac-except we have Chrift ‘the Media~
tor we can never come to-God, nor Godcome tous; icis
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_only Chrift the Mediator that is chie Ladder: We need nee
fay, Who fhall go upto Heaven to fecch Chrift down ? No,
we may have Chrift in our hearts, and fer up him, and fo
we may go up to Heaven by his mediation. \ Whenas a
Chriftian comes colive in this manner; what I do expe®
from God, I expect todraw it through a Mediator, and
all che fervicesthat I tendet up to-God I tender them up

. through the hand and heart of Chrift: Now thofe that are
acquainted with this have much converfe wich Heaven

By Jefus Chrift the Mediator I may comeup there and pre-
fenc my felf there, though no-unclean thing..may come
there,’ for God looks uponthe Saints through him as righ-
tedu';, be'mg clothed with his righteoulnefs; :they _:'nay'
come to their Father with boldneffe, having their Eldec

* brothers garments upon ‘them, they may come and kneel
before the Throne of grace, come into Heaven as into che
Prefence Chamber and kneel every morning for their Fa-
thers blefling; it’s by him thac .we have acceffe unto che
Father: Oh! acquaint thy felf with the Miftery of god-

lineffe in drawing all from Chrift; and.rendring ‘all.co . |

God ehrotgh ‘Chrift :- By chis Heaven comesdown fo thee,

and by- thisthou cliniefup to- Heaven, this is che Faobte .

Laddér. But thdfemen'ubaﬁmnly lock: lIPOD:GOd'jnaIQ ‘
natural way, that’s thus; Indeedall good:things muft come -
from God and fothey go to prayer; Lord we befeech. ther .

blefus this day, for allgood things come from thee.  Aad

they-ferve God, their confciendes eell chem .they: mufb wor- -

fhip, and ferve God whilo they.live heret bye. it igbut in.a .

dull maturdl way :'levme Jeaveic in pourchearcs; Alligood
comes from God threugh a-Mediator, :chrougly Jefus.Chnift -

the{ecend petfon iv Trinity,God-Man, and all my.fervices
are téhdéred uptoGod through him; chere is this Media~» -

for God=Mér thav tnites: Ggd and me-together; and fo by

 MithT Have atebpeancebesh for my-perfon and all my d&i> -

-, onsy dnd'byhim F cometo have:dther mannar of

than comes from-God meerly as Creatar, God,in bounty -

beftows upon the -ereatnee many good  things, but when .
-l P . ) ) w‘ s
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-wecome todeal with God in Chrift we come to have Hea-

venly bleflings, bleilings beyond the power of nature, yea
beyond al chofe bleflings thac mature can be any convey-

. ance of, beyond che bleflings thac the conduics of the crea-

ture are able to hould forth, they have the blefling from

' God imediately, imediately 1 mean in refpect of the crea-

ture, it’s by themedication of Chrift, they enjoy God in
Chrift, and focome to enjoy God ina Heavenly, Super-
natural way : Oh this is the way to have our Converfaci-
ons in Heaven 3 and thofe Chriftians that are much ac-
quaintedwith the Gofpel of Chrift, they come to live far
smore Heavenly Converfations than- others that go on ina
dull, beavie, and natural kind of way in fervingof God :-
Buc being not acquainted wich this my fterie, thew hearrs
lie low upon the earch, and know not what it s ta have their -
Convertaotins in Heaven. ;

. The Sevenib Rule. -

And fothe next Rule with which Imuft clofe allis this,
Bwercife much the grace of faith: There isno way to gec
ahove the Creature, and abgve Nature, but by exerafingthe
graccof Faich, Many Chriftians chink they muft exercile
fove ta God;and exercife forrow for fin ; the grace of Repen-
tance, mourning tor {in, that’s good, thou fhouldeft do
that, and thou fhouldeft exercile patience ; but the grear
grace that is tobe imployed if chou wouldeft attaina El[eag
venlylife, inis; Theexecife.of Faith: and make conicie
ence topu forth: chae grace much, for it’ by thac that'we

* doconveriel with Gad through Chrift. Though Chritt be
~ theladder; yecit’s faith that- carries us upthis laddes, and

brings us down again, it’s faich thac makes the things of
¥heaven real tothe doul, Heb. 11. 1.0 faich-that 13 an

_ evidence of things not {een, and the fubftance. of chipgshor

for, by faich thefe things come to be made real and fuab-
ntial thinigs, and as prejent things, faich it isthat gives
agreat excellency toal the chings of heaven is felt, and tbg; .
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therefore live much by faich, and walk by faich, and noe
by fence, ardthen fhale thou beabove che world and lLive
. inHeaved ;3 and asche fruit of thy faich, waic for the appere.
ring of Jefus Chrift. Owr Converfation is in Heaven (faich
the apoftle) from whence alfo we look for the Savior the lord
Fefas Chrift &'c. Whereamans Converfation is, there his
expetations may be ; and where the expectations are, there
_ amans Converfation is 5 now our Converfation is in Heaven
from whencealfo we look for Jefus Chrift 5 asifhe fhould
fay, It’s notameer notion, do not you think that whea we
fpeak of Converfing in Heaven that we pleale our own fan-
cies only 5 Ohno, faich he, we by faish lcok upon Heavenas
themoft resl thing in the world, for we expect che Lord
Jefus Chrift ere lang co appear in glory bodily, and we
* fhal} fee him with'thefe eyes, and he fhall change out vile
bodies and make them likehis glorivusbody, weby faith-
~ looking upos fuch glorious things-tobe foreal, and fo ac
haad, and we waicing for chefe chings, 1’ this that makes
otit Canverfation tobe in Heaven : our hearcs and all are
there, becaufe thac weexpect thac chefe things will bemiade
, Emd to us guickly, Oh Chriftians do buc-exercife youx
ich s this, in Jefus Chrift, and forth this fruit of
farch in waiing for che apgwizg Jefus Chrift when he
thall.come appeat in his , this will help to make
your Converfations to bo ia tn? Oh whac a bleifed
gime will chat be when Jefus Chrift fhall come from the
Heavens, and appear tothofe chat have been waiting for
him { i wasablefled thing vo have Chrift here perfonall
-and ¢o dive wich him whea he ‘was . the earch ch
it were in the ftate of his humilition, Oh when he thail
comein his glory, how blefled will that be! and when he
fHial change aur vile bodies that they may be like unto his
glociéus body, Ohduys willkeep the heare in expeétation
of Ghrifk, for then chak vile bady of thine thac isnowabo~ . -
dg_of (m and death, mattes of difeafes,; abody of weak~
wela, anda lumpof dlay, new it thall bentede likeche glo-
- siakis body of Jelus Chsifty éoﬁnemgmm;::
.t - C :




ST

_;31 . A)? ;Iea;;zl} Conire")ﬁtibn,

Sun in the fitmiment ; this will be when Jefus Chrift fhall
come withall his Angels ‘inhis. glory 5 and this. is obferva=
ble, when all the glory.of che creacure fhall be darkened.
witi theglory of God and Jefus Chrift, yetchen che bodies
of the faints thall thine glotioufly beforethe face of God
and Jefus Chrift; furely chey fhall be more glorious than
the glory of tie Sun, forthat you kaow will be darkened
at the coming of Jelus Chuift 3 Thegrert glory of che Fa-
ther, and Jefus Chrift, and che Angelsthall darken che glo-
1y of the Sun, Moan, and Stars,bucche glory of the bodies
of the Saints thall be fo great, asall theglory -of God, and
{:‘tus Chrilt and cthe Angals fhall not daiken cheir glory,

t ic thall appear wich a vere great luftre : . now if the glo-
1y of God,.and the Angels, fhould darken e, thenco what
purpofes it that their bodies fhall be like to-the glorious

* body of Jefus Chrift ? buc certainly it fhall not darken
their glory : If.a candle could be raued to have: fo much -

lufterand beaucy asif you-thould. pucic into-the mideft of
the Sun, yes .t would thmeiache midft of it, it woiild be
4 ftrange kind-of-light ynuwould fay :_ I¢.fhall be fo wich
‘the bodies of the Sawnts, chat though they are puc into che
‘midft of the glory of God, and .his Son, yet .their very

‘bodies fhall fhine in beauty and luftre there ; :Now did. we-

beleeve :his,” and waic. for: it every day, . how:would it

- ‘change us! Ihave adifeafed anda lumpifh body, ‘and my

body bhinders me m every: duty’ of Worthip,:and fervice,
wandriog and vain, thaughes ledge in. me now; Ibuc Ple
wait for that time when Chrift thall come in all his glory,
and.aizke ‘my body to:be like unto his glorious be¢ ys to
make it tobe: able to look upon thie face of. God, ‘and to be
abletobe exercifed . m holy .diries to all eternity. without
any wearinefs, and without any. intermiffion.: -{o fhall che
bodics.of the Saints be railed to.that power,, chat chieiz bo-
sieshallbe {aftrong, .thac. cheirfouls. thall beexercifed a-
bout the highefk chings poffible fora creature cobe exerci-
{ed with wichout. wearine(s 5 wait far chis: (] have. maay

_chings bexe thac croulbre mymind, and (pick, aad biadess
A i ‘ me

st . — - —
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me in my converle with Heavon, buc - within a whxle
the time thal come that I fhal be delivered from al trou-
bles here, when Chnift fhal appear with his mighty An-
gels to be @dmired of His Saints, and when he I%xal come

and take thie Saints ro judg the world, and fhal fet all the

Saints upon “Thrones to judg the world the expe&auon
of this timie wil raife the, heare very | much to.be n Heavcn B

Bur then efpécially, whenl, confider the glory, that fhal
be upon my ‘foul, lec me thiok chus, if this body of mme

~that’ is°d lump of ﬂefh fhal be'hy the ah’llgh[y pewer o

God whereby heis able to, fubdue all thmgs unto himfelf,
rarfed to that height of glory, to "be more glorious than thq
Sunin che’Fnrmame 5.then Whac béighe of glocy. thal my
(bulberailed too!” t then, ‘take not pnly. my, foul,‘bug
grace ‘the Dmn Nature chat is m my foul, ‘what Qxa'lj
tha¢ be i'aifed too?, The plants are c‘apable fo. be. rasfed. co 3
hngher excéﬂen(:y ;Euan ftones ; 5. 3ndr{:he ;{Acxom; cgeagme
to a higher ex?:clfen than a§ }cwec ga;ure ,,,u nd ‘the

Seuﬁr.tvehx et than E[ : ;
‘qveitdré to f’éf ?Jile
vra; 1"

ke y sty h‘oh bi,‘gti,
whi fyﬁi (nff 1 be 2
ave fn 3"f(nﬂ‘be 2 ()!tl 62 a:; W srh’m' s’ ggf‘:‘iss %‘S

i fel “ A, God Jor m,a &s
&ﬁ (e @Pg‘tx i ;mjmi,,‘”‘*ﬁ ;
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bur astoon as this is done this fhal be my con non, thil
fee my Savior, my foul (ha} prefently be with him and en-
r ful communion with him in glory, and my body wich-
ina while fhal be r 3& for ever with him :
thal be where he s, oynﬁll that he kuth pur-
chated by his blnod as much glory as the blood ot Chrift
1s worth am lcapab\e of ; chetext faith, ltfba!bea weight

- of glory : Tamnoc here firredto beira wewghe of glory, if

the glory of Heaven fhould fhine nuponme to nuchas ic
~Cez2 : mighe
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might, it would fwallow me up prefently. We reade
{1 the 7. of Dan. upon the glory of God appearingto him,
faith he, I Daniel fainted and®oas fick certain daies. If God
fhould open the Heavens, and dart in fome light from Hea-
ven into us {0 as he migh, alas we fhould faint prefencly
and be fick and die, No man canfee God and live; noman
bere can enjoy that that God hath prepared for hisSaints
in Heaven and live ; therefore lec us be content for a
while to be as we are, and exercife our faith and hope
"§n whae fhall be. ;5 Thou fhalkk be able to bear cha¢
weight.pf glory, and be able to Rtand before the face of
Go

toconceive : hay, thougha man hath a fpiricual eye, and

* afpiritual eare, anda (piricual hearc enlasged’to fuperna-
gural chings yet they are things not onl yond the eye

of fence, but the eye of reafon ; nay, the eye ot faih hath
-riot feen them fully, nor ear hach ever heard of, . neicher
cin eéntér' into a gracious heart to conceive whacit 1s 3 bug
thofe Clufters chac we have of this land of Canaan do thew

that chere'is a glorious reft for his people. . Now by the ex-

ercifeofyour faith and hope work thefe things upon your

fouls every day, it would be a mighty help to make your

Cbuyerfation co be in Heaveny where thould my heare and

thoughts, where tholild thy  life and converfationbe, buz

Joon in che Day «of J

‘where I expelt 1uch thi:?s as thefe are to be revealed very
e _
which#sachand,

it : \

ey

continually . to enjoy .thofe things that eye bath not .
feen, nor ear heard, nor can enter ingo.the heart of map .

Chrutt, in his appoinged, cime,





